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V-E: A Day For Thanksgiving 
THANKS TO GOD! 


Thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory. 
This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvelous in our 
eyes. The Battle is the Lord’s and Thine, O Lord, 


is the greatness and the power and the glory and 


the victory. He maketh wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth. He breaketh the bow and cutteth 
the spear asunder. He burneth the chariot in the 
fire. Be still and know that I am God. I will be 
exalted among the nations. I will be exalted in 
the earth. Yea, Exalt ye the Lord, our God, and 
worship at His holy hill. For the Lord, our God is 
holy. Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 
but we will make mention of the Name of our 
God. In the Name of our God we will set up our 
banners. We will rejoice in Thy, salvation—in Thy 
victory. Ebenezer—hitherto hat 
Thanks be unto God for Jesus Christ the unspeak- 
able gift of His love. God has blessed us for no 
goodness nor merit of our own, but only in and 
for the sake of our Redeemer. 


Thanks Be To Those Who 


Have Given! 


Thanks be to those who have given their lives 
for the safety of the Republic, for the preserva- 


tion of the liberties of the world, for the main- 


tenance of the Christian Faith. Thanks be to the 
homes which have given their most precious pos- 
session: their husbands, their fathers, their sons, 
their brothers. The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
reaches through its pages and takes each one of 
you by the hands. Our tears of gratitude mingle 
with your tears of sorrow as we humbly say: We 
thank you! America thanks you! A liberated Eu- 
rope thanks you! The G. I. Joes who come back 
thank you! Our President thanks you! God bless 
and sustain you with His own comfort and 
strength! 


Thanks be to the men who wear the purple 
hearts. To the men who have given a leg, an eye, 
an arm, to the men who, will wear the scars of 
battle to their graves on their bodies and on their 
minds and hearts. Thanks be to those who jeop- 
ardized their lives on the high places of the battle- 
field and whose heads God in His mercy covered in 
the day of battle. Thanks be to the men who 


the Lord led us. 


served through the months and years away from 
home and loved ones behind the lines that those on 
the lines might be supplied with food and ammu— 
nition and planes and information. Thanks be to 
those life companions, those parents and children 
who have bravely kept the home fires burning 
while their dear ones were in the valleys of de- 
cision. Thanks be unto our men who have given 
months and years of their lives to maintain the 
four freedoms for the world. | 


Thanks For A Christian Victory 


Christ is Prince over the Kings of the earth. All 
authority has been given unto Him in heaven and 
on earth. But Hitler in Europe and Tojo in Japan 
set themselves against the Lord and against His 
Christ, saying let us cast their bonds from us. The 
first impact of Japanese Imperialism was felt by 
our own mission in Korea in the demand for Shinto 
Shrine Worship. Karl Barth, who felt the first 
pagan impact of Nazism, called upon the Czechs 
to pray against this movement as the Mediaeval 
Church prayed against the Moslem menace and 
called upon the British to wage war against Hitler 
for the sake of the Resurrection of Christ. In place 
of Heil Hitler the pious German may again greet 
his friend, Gruss Gott, Niemoller rather than 


Goebbels may speak for the land of Luther, and 


the Confessional Church will rise over the ashes 
of Mein Kampf. The Cross has conquered the 


_ Swastika. Hitler is dead, but the living Christ is 


still speaking through His Word—the Holy Bible. 
Wm. C. R. 


All-Out Dedication 


Men are dying today around the world with the 
confidence deep in their spirits that future gener 
ations will so value the Liberty and Righteousness 
that they at high cost are purchasing, that the 
sacrifice will be worthwhile. Those in all the 
branches of our armed forces are “presenting 
their bodies,” a bulwark between us an e 
forces of darkness and ruthless brutality. Because 
they go and leave behind life so sweet; and Me 

are themselves and enter the clash cost of batue 
on land, sea and in the air; and are ready for the 
ultimate dedication: we in America are safe an 
undisturbed and living at a level unknown any: 


where else in the world. This ought to bring to 


pass something noble and abiding with blessedness 
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in 0 hearts as we experience this V-E Day sea- 


— “This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in 


— eyes. Rededication is the watchword at home 
and abroad as we turn our gaze from Europe to 
the far reaches of the vast Pacific and renew our 
commitments for the final victory. | 


All the while we are thinking of and thanking 
God for the “men and women of the service“; 
another army is just behind consciousness. It is 
the army of those intrepid pioneers who are push- 
ing back the borders of darkness in Africa, and 
Brazil and Mexico, who worn and oft far spent 


carry on in their Heaven-blessed tasks. We think 


also of the thin line in vast China and of those 
standing ready at the gate of the Orient for ser- 


vice in China, Japan, and Korea. This they do 


that when the war shall cease, God can enter the 
doors that shall swing open wider probably than 
at any time in the history of Missions. 


Shall we not catch the spirit of the moment in 
America—the spirit of all-out dedication to win 
the war; and let that spirit glow with the incan- 
descent light of God’s residence in the heart that 
is committed to World Conquest for the Prince of 
Peace and His Gospel of life? —S. McP. G. 


The Lord’s Day Must 
Be Different 


The transition of the seventh day to the first 
day of the week as the appointed time for worship 
and rest has the imprimatur of the New Testa- 
ment. There is no indication that it was changed 
by human decree. On this day the Lord of Glory 
rose from the dead. On this day He appeared to 
His disciples to turn their despondency into joy. 
On this day He appeared to Thomas demonstrating 
His hands, feet and side to change his doubt into 
adoring trust. On this day He came back in the 
Person of the Spirit never again to leave His peo- 
ple, Because of these things the first apostles called 
this day “The Lord's Day.” It became the day for 
the assembling of Christians together. On this day 
they communed with Christ. On this day they made 
their offerings to the Saviour. The Lord's Day, 
therefore, goes back in unbroken sequences to His 
empty grave and as long as it stands, it will be a 
monument of the Christian faith. | 


There is a growing tendency within the Church 


on the part of those who are lax in doctrine to 
relax the demands of the Lord's Day. We are not 
questioning their intentions, but we certainly take 
issue with their judgment. Experience teaches that 
the Protestant Church must ever cling to the open 
Bible and a proper observance of the Lord’s Day 
if it is to continue to exist. , 


It is God who has given His people this day for 
due dp. and rest. This day has been hallowed by 
the Christian ages and should be kept sacred for 
ne functions of the Christian Church. Our mis- 
— to foreign lands have pointed out the 
. relationship between the proper observance 
a the Lord’s Day and Christian worship. They 
ell us it is exceedingly difficult to get people to 
* God in a land where there is no Sunday. 

e see evidences of the same thing in America. 


We pour out our heart-gratitude to God ery- 
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We agree with a Christian statesman who said: 
“The Church’s program and the Lord’s Day stand 
or fall together.“ 


We do not blink at the fact that in our modern 


life and changed conditions it is very hard to ob- 


serve this day. The difficulty of observance does 
not nullify the truth that the neglect of the Lord’s 
Day spells a forgotten Church and a forgotten 
God. There are thousands of spiritual casualties in 
every community confirming this fact. We are too 
prone to speak of “modern demands” and forget 
what is more important—divine demands. 


It is very easy for us to drift in the wrong di- 
rection before we know it in the matter of ob- 
serving the Lord’s Day. Someone has truthfully 
said: Men who use part of Sunday for sports are 
prone to use the whole day for them sooner or 
later and this is nearly always at the expense of 
their spiritual development and usefulness.” 


The time has arrived for us to sharpen our con- 
sciences again in regard to this matter and keep 
them sharp. We know the temptation that comes 
to one who wants to be praised for his broad- 
mindedness, but after all is said and done, being 
on the side of right, on the side of Christ, on the 
side of the New Testament, on the side of the 
wisdom of the Christian centuries, is more im- 
portant than being on the side of the Latitudi- 
narians. Dr. Wylie, of the Lord’s Day Alliance, 
made a shrewd observation when he said: “The 
day is set apart, not just an hour snatched from 
Sunday morning with minds set on amusements 
and frivolity.” 


For a long time Presbyterians set a noble ex- 
ample before others in the proper observance of 
the Lord’s Day. Our highest interest is at stake in 
this day. May we again become the champion of 
the rights of the Lord’s Day as a time for worship 
and rest. —J.R. 


—— 
Education For The 
Ministry 
No matter how brilliant the Hopkins nor how 
elegant the log, the output of a theological semi- 


nary depends on the boy—and on God who gives 


leader, log, and lad. Education for the ministry 
begins at home. There is nothing unknown about 
that save its practice, nothing modern save its de- 
fault! The call of God depends largely on the me- 
dium of sound, the atmosphere which the home 
provides. And the home stamps the life, as the die 
the metal. The home takes what God sends; the 
session takes what the home sends; the presbytery 
takes what the session sends; the seminary takes 
what the presbytery sends; the Church takes what 
the seminary sends—provided it can make good. 


Not the eldest son (as was once the vogue), nor 
the least promising (as pitifully the Church has 
seen), but the very best in every sense is de- 
manded. Mendicants, meddlers, mercenaries, senti- 
mentalists, economic incompetents, have long and 
sorely plagued the pulpit. The ministry must not 
be made safe for moral mediocrity: it should not 
appear bidding to scholastic deficiency. Character 
is the “priceless ingredient.“ Godliness is absolute. 
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Men may admire brains: they will respond to 
goodness. The philosopher awes people; the theo- 
logian edifies them; the pastor leads them to God. 


Nor should the supply of candidates be reduced 
because the demands are severe or by reason of 
the fact that the indispensable requisite is the di- 
vine compulsion and the Pauline imperative: “Woe 
to me if I preach not the Gospel.“ The rigid tests 
for physical warfare are a lesson to those who 
engage in the spiritual; and no less sacrificial is 
the service of the ministry: there is no discharge 
in that war. The true servant of God even as 
“every good workman, is killed by his work: there 
is no other honorable way to die.“ 


The burdens and sorrows of the ministry are all 
but overwhelming: the warrior asks no exemptions. 
Our joys and compensations are legion; we are not 
here for that: God is our exceeding great reward. 


The fundamental to the education of the min- 
istry is education for the ministry. And education 
is quite distinct from veneer. True education is 
voluntary, academic, life-long, costly. Complete, it 
includes the spiritual, moral, mental, physical, so- 
cial, practical. It leads one to know God, his 
fellow-man, his environment: it compels him to 
adjust himself properly to each, and it requires 
that he act on the basis of his knowledge. Of all 
men the preacher should be educated: eo 


From The Richmond Times-Dispatch, April 
27, 1945. 


“Presbyterians Find Dancing 
Not Immoral 


Majority of Presbyterian ministers today do not 
believe that dancing is “inconsistent with the na- 
ture of the Christian profession,“ a spot sampling 
survey in four widely scattered presbyteries, in- 
cluding 200 pastors, indicates. | 

The report was made by The Presbyterian Out- 
— 4 publication of the Southern Presbyterian 

ure 


The majority of children of church officers 


danced and 87.3 percent of the ministers reported 
that their children danced or that they would en- 
courage them to do so, the survey reveals. Of the 
ministers questioned in the survey, 33.7 percent 
said they danced as youngsters, while 52.4 percent 
of preachers’ wives danced during their girlhood. 
Sixteen percent of the ministers stated that they 
regretted never having danced. 


The Permanent Committee on Social and Moral 
Welfare declined to condemn dancing, the survey 
revealed, stating that to condemn certain amuse- 
ments as worldly is “to give young people and 
others a false and distorted view of Christian life.“ 


The report added that “it would be better for 
the church to warn against overindulgence in, and 
abuse of, these and other amusements and to en- 
i ge positively all wholesome recreation and 
un. 


An Open Letter 


To the Ministers and Officers of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


Fathers and Brethren: 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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I make no apology for writing this letter. I write 
it because with all my heart and soul I believe 
that the spiritual life and testimony of our beloved 
Church is at stake. 


The newspaper article quoted above has brought 
distress to my heart, not because the Percentages 
quoted give an accurate picture of the attitude 
held by the majority of our ministers—any point 
might be sustained by selecting the ones appealed 
to—but because it does represent the seriousness 
of the situation in our Church. 


There is a deliberate movement on foot to bol. 
ster a tolerant attitude towards worldliness in our 
Church. This questionnaire is but a part of this 
movement. The appeal is to the opinion of man 
and not the teaching of God’s Word. 


In the early history of the Church Satan sought 
to destroy the Church by persecution. Christians 
were driven from their homes, imprisoned, killed, 
The Church grew and thrived and the blood of 
martyrs was a seed which brought forth spiritual 
fruit which you and I have inherited. Satan over- 
stepped himself. 


Today he is attempting to destroy the Church 
from within. He could not destroy the Church 
from the world so now he seeks to inject the 
world into the Church, that her testimony may be 
dimmed and ultimately lost. 


The issue is not one concerning salvation. Chris- 
tianity is not a series of negatives. However, it is 
an issue of spiritual power. The modern dance 
blunts the spiritual and stimulates the physical. 
It is the contact between the sexes which makes 
dancing popular. With alcohol the modern dance 
is doing more to promote juvenile and adult de- 
linquency than anything else in America. 


Can a Church prosper which condones sin, even 
in a diluted form? The admonition to warn 
against overindulgence in, or abuse of, these and 
other amusements,” sounds remarkably like Pha- 
raoah’s attitude. First he wanted the children of 
Israel to worship “in the land,” then not very 
far away, then only “those that are men,” and 
finally “let your flocks and your herds be stayed,” 
but Moses rejected every compromise. Can our 
Church compromise on this matter and be blessed? 


Paul instructs us to set our affections on the 
things which are above. He tells us to “be not 


conformed to this world,” and we are warn 


again and again to bring our bodies into sub- 
jection. 


This is not an issue of young people having 4 


good time. The happiest young people I know and 


the ones most capable of having a good time do 
not dance. To think dancing necessary for young 
people is to insult their intelligence. Promoting 4 
dance requires neither intelligence, ingenuity or 
originality. In fact, a dance is probably one of the 
lowest and least intellectual forms of amusement. 


The “doctrine of Balaam“ was to promote a co 
mingling of God's people with those of the world. 
The doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ is to 
bring men out of the world, a people separat ' 
holiness, a people with the power of the — 
God in their hearts, a people who in turn can 
others to Christ. 
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Brethren, for the sake of our young people, for 


the sake of our Church, for the sake of our Lord 
who bought us, let us set up a standard which 
looks upward, not downward. Christ expects us to 
be in the world but not of the world. Can we work 
for less? Sincerely yours, 

L. Nelson Bell. 


The Mission Of The 
Church 


That the Church of Jesus Christ has a mission 


to perform goes without argument. That there are 
always varying shades of opinion as to what this 
mission consists of is also obvious to those who 
are even slightly acquainted with the present situ- 
ation in the Church. | 


It would therefore seem obvious to any who are 
interested, that our conception of what the mis- 
sion of the Church is will vitally affect the 
direction of our activities. It also should go with- 
out argument that if we are correct in our esti- 


mate of the work of the Church our work for the 


Church will be aimed in the right direction, while, 
if we have a misapprehension as to her mission, 
we will seek to take the Church into paths not or- 
dained of God. 


In other words—it is of vital importance that 
we know what it is God expects and requires of 
His Church. To do less is tragic in its implications 
— in er effect on the influence of the Church in 

e world. 


The present-day philosophy of life, based on 
the evolutionary hypothesis, is that man is the 
victim of mal-adjustments in the social, economic, 


physical and political spheres and that the task of 


man is to remove these mal-adjustments, thereby 
“making the world a better place to live in.” The 
implication of this philosophy is that man, given 
the opportunity, can so improve himself and his 
surroundings that he can progress into an era of 


justice and light. This appeals to the pride of man 


and arouses enthusiasm in unregenerate circles 
because it seems new and progressive, losing sight 
of the fact that it is the same philosophy which 
— in evidence when the tower of Babel was 
uilt. 


Evangelical Christianity denies that man is the 
produet of an evolutionary process ever looking 
upward and onward to a man-made Utopia. The 
very heart of Christianity is a recognition of the 
fact that man is a fallen creature, fallen from his 
God-created position because of disobedience to 


the command of God. The fact that man is a 


sinner, that his heart is desperately wicked, that 
he is lost and without hope, is the very foundation 
Which alone can explain Christ, the Cross, Chris- 


tianity, and the Church. Deny or treat lightly this 


essential underlying truth and everything else per- 
taining to man becomes blurred and distorted. 


_It was the recognition of the fact that man is a 
sinful, fallen creature which made our Saviour 


willing to leave the glory of Heaven and endure 


the shame of this world. It was because of the 


awfulness of sin in the heart of man that God 


sent His Son as the only remedy for that sin. 


If it was the mission of our Saviour to come 
into the world to save sinners, what is the mission 
of the Church? 7 


It should go without argument that the mission 
of the Church is to proclaim Christ as the Saviour 
of sinners, the one and only hope of salvation. Any 
other programme of the Church means, if we face 
it squarely, that we are trying to build on a rotten 
foundation. 


If the ills of the world are fundamentally those 
caused by unregenerate hearts; and with all our 
heart we believe they are; then, our great task is 
not to try to cure the symptoms, the various mal- 
adjustments. Rather our task is to make application 
of the cure for the disease and that cure is found 
alone in the blood of Jesus Christ, applied to the 
heart of the individual sinner. 


We see on every hand the results of sin. We, if 
we are sincere Christians, want these things re- 
moved. But when we use our time and talents and 
money primarily towards reform we are missing 
the great mission of Christians and the Church in 
the world. 


No physician who uses his ability primarily in 
treating symptoms will for long be considered a 
good doctor. Modern medicine demands a diagnosis 
of the disease underlying the symptoms. Only then 
can the results of modern scientific research be 
brought into play and the cause of the sickness 
eliminated. 


That Satan has too often blinded the eyes of 
the modern theologian is evident in the fact that 
sin is no longer a popular subject with many. The 
blood of Christ is so unpopular in some quarters 
that even songs about the blood have been elimi- 
nated from hymn books. A young minister of our 
acquaintance; a fine young man, graduate of a 
great conservative Seminary in the North, re- 
cently said: “We no longer lay our emphasis on 
sin but place it on the love of God.” Friends, never 
forget this fact, we can not possibly understand 
the love of God unless we first understand the 


awfulness of sin. Until this truth is fully appre- 


ciated no man should ever stand up to preach the 
Gospel. Without the fact of sin there is no Gospel 
to preach. 


This being true, and it is, how great is the mis- 
sion of the Church! That mission is to proclaim 
Christ as Saviour to all mankind. Social, economic 
and political reforms are desirable but if we seek 


to establish them on any other basis than on a 


society made up of men and women who trust 
Christ as their Saviour we are unwittingly, but 
none the less truly, denying the Lord who 
bought us. 


As has been aptly said: ““Educate the hobo who 
is stealing a ride and he may end up by stealing 
the entire railroad.“ Education without Christ is 
today hastening the world on its downward road 
to hell. We flinch at such plain language but it is 
true. It may be crudely put but it is a fact that 
too often the activities of the Church correspond 
to those of the man who was white-washing the 
pig-sty and disinfecting the hogs, making the far 
country more pleasant and attractive for the 
prodigal. We spend our time seeking to remove 
the curse without going to the source of the curse 
which rests on the world, sin itself. 
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Are these two viewpoints as to the mission of 
the Church mutually exclusive? We believe they 
are more than that. We believe they are utterly 
antagonistic because one places the hope of re- 
form solely on the redeeming work of Christ while 
the other would climb up some other way— 
through education, the improvement of environ- 
ment, etc., etc., the effort of man in which all can 
share. One proudly says “let us“ and proceeds to 
work for a “brave new world.“ The other humbly 
accepts what God has done through Christ Jesus 
and on that sure foundation builds for eternity. 


But, you may say, I know men who believe in 
all of the doctrines which you have affirmed but 
who are sincerely working for these much-needed 
reforms too. True, but Paul distinctly tells us in 
the third chapter of First Corinthians that we may 
accept the foundation of Christ and still build a 
house of wood and hay and stubble. It is against 
this waste of effort and time in the Church against 
which we are crying. 


Brethren, these things ought not so to be. We 
are lagging far behind in our God-given task. Too 
few of us are concerned about the lost souls right 
at our door. Too few of us, ministers and laymen, 
know how to lead a lost sinner to Christ. We have 
programmes and institutes and rallies and retreats 
and they may be harmless but rarely do they 
teach us to go out and do the thing we talk about 
doing. We are relying on education and methods 
to save sinners. They have their place but the one 
thing needful,” and without which the others are 
but empty gestures, is a clear conviction down to 
the depths of our souls that every man and woman 
in this world is lest forever unless he or she ac- 
cepts Christ as Saviour. 


This has been the position of historic evan- 
gelical Christianity from the very beginning. It 
needs to be reaffirmed again and again. Satan is 
content with any church programme which ignores 
this truth. If revival is to come; and it is coming; 
it will come through those individuals and church 
groups who work according to God’s will and plan. 
The trend in our Church today is away from this 
position. Trends can be stopped. They have been 
stopped before and this one can be stopped before 
it is fatal to our testimony and witness. If, during 
the coming year, we lay stress on one central 
effort, winning individual sinners to Christ, we 
who do this will be blessed and we will in turn 
make our Church the blessing she should be in 
the community, the nation, and the rr = 


—— 


It Can Be Done 


Can there be unity without union? Yes, and 
this unity is found all over the world; unity of 
faith without union of organization. It is union as 
it should be. It is the various members of the 
body of Christ, functioning separately and yet 
together. 


We have recently seen such unity expressed in 
a way which has brought blessing to an entire 
community. 


One of our Presbyterian Churches had been 
praying for a revival and seeking a man to lead 


in this work. Plans to secure an evangelist from 
our Church did not materialize. The opportunity 
came to secure an outstanding man who happened 
to be a Baptist. The first man the chairman of 
our committee happened to see after this was 
known was the pastor of the local Methodist 
Church. His reply was: “I will back you to the 
hilt.” The other pastors in the district were con- 
tacted and each one of them heartily agreed to 
back and share in the campaign. 


As a result every Church in the entire schoo] 
district, thirteen in all, joined in a revival which 
shook that entire section. The reason for this 
unanimity of spirit was that while various denomi- 
nations and even sects were represented, they all 
believed and preached the essential doctrines of 
the Gospel. On minor things there was great di- 
versity of belief but all believed in winning souls 
to Christ and agreed that there was but one way 
to do this. This community is peculiarly blessed in 
the pastors who lead these different churches. This 
could not be done everywhere but it is an illustra- 


tion of the great fact that what Protestantism 


needs today is not outward union. What we need 
is unity of faith in the essentials of 8 
J B. 


> — 


Prayer Also Changes 
People 


A young preacher had just settled in his first 
pastorate in Philadelphia, when he was visited 
one evening by one of the laymen in his church. 


The man said bluntly to him: “You are not a 
strong preacher. In the usual order of things you 
will fail here, but a little group of us have agreed 
to gather every Sunday morning to pray for you.” 


The young man saw that group of people grow 
to more than one thousand praying weekly for 
their pastor. | 


The minister was J. Wilbur Chapman, who grew 
to become one of the greatest preachers America 
has ever known. he Christian Digest. 


Win: 8 F or The Soul 
Service Men's Gospel Teams 


Twenty men who have been spending their free 
evenings in the chapel at an Air Base in Trinidad 
have, under the guidance of their chaplain, organ 
ized The Gospel Team. Permission has been grant 
ed them to hold meetings at various churches 
which dot the towns, villages, and cities of Trin 
dad. The services are regular religious . 
conducted by these laymen. There are men on © e 
team who are interested in studying for the min 
istry after they have been returned to e chat 
status. To them there is the added incentive 
they are able to get the practice which they n 
for their future work. Above all, they are inter 
ed in spreading the Word of God among these 
people. The response which this team is — 
indicates that their services are deeply appre 
ated, 
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Preaching 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Text: Jer. 23:28—“He that hath my word, let 


him speak my word faithfully.” 


Dr. Harry Rimmer illustrates it this way: Very 


üttle originality is permitted a Western Union 


messenger boy.” His sole obligation is to carry 
the message he receives from the office to the 


person to whom it is addressed. He may not like 


to carry it. It may contain bad news or distressing 
news for the person to whom he carries it. But 
he is not to stop on the way, open the envelope 


and change the wording of the telegram. His 


duty is to take the message. 


We preachers and teachers and Christians have 
the word of God. Our Great Commander has said 
Go, take this message to a dying world. Some 
are neglecting; some are tearing the message up 
and substituting one of their own; some are 
taking out part of it; some are telling the people 


that the Lord does not mean what He says; others 
that He did not really write the message but it 


was written by ordinary men who are mistaken 
about the meaning of it. 


There are many different ways of being false 
prophets.” Some like Mohammed and Joseph Smith 
and Mary Baker Eddy are substituting a sham 


and false message for the truth. Some like Father 


Divine are putting themselves in the place oi 


God and blasphemously assuming the position of 
a “Christ”, even using His great name of “I Am.“ 


But a more common way is for those who pro- 
fess to preach the Word “to hide part of it,’ 
either through ignorance or fear of man or desire 


for popularity, or because they are too unbelieving — 


to accept and proclaim it as the Word of God. 
Jeremiah in the context is denouncing all these 
“false prophets.“ Christ warned us against them; 
Paul, Peter, Jude and John all tell us that they 
will be numerous in the last days. In the Book 
of Revelation the “false prophet” is one of the 
leading characters, taking his place beside the 


“beast” and “the dragon.” So it behooves us to 


(1) be on our guard against these perverters of 
the truth and (2) to be sure that we ourselves 


are not false in some degree to the charge that 


has been given us. To neglect; to fail to carry a 
full Gospel; to be unmindful of the importance of 
our work is to be “false” in a very real sense. 


The Commission and duty of each of us who 


“has the Word,” whether an ordained minister, or 
a teacher in the Sabbath School, or only a Chris- 
tian who has the Bible, is to “speak it faithfully.” 
What is meant by this term? How can we speak 
It faithfully? 


1. One way certainly is to speak it as the word 
of God and not the word of men. 


There are a great many books in the world, 
some of them great and good books, which are 
but the work of men. There is no “thus saith the 
Lord” behind them or in them. We may admire 
and love these men and their works. We may have 


a high regard for Shak and Milton, for 
some of the philosophers and scientists, for some 
of the writers of fiction, and we may get great 
profit and enjoyment from reading these books 
and use them to illustrate and interpret and en- 
force our messages. But no preacher, I think, 
would dare take a text from Shakespeare or Mil- 
ton or Dickens, or even some great religious leader 
and writer and say “thus saith the Lord.“ 


True preachers and true Christians recognize 
“this book,” the Bible, as the only infallable rule 


of faith and practice, as the Inspired Word of 


God. As Kuyper so well says, it is the voice of 
God.” It is not the record of the search for God 


by fallable men, as the Modernist claims, but the 
revelation of God to all men, by men who were 


“carried along’ by the Spirit and so kept from 
error. 


To doubt this is to be false to our Commission. 
The very first question Satan asked was, “Hath 
God said?” | 


When we can no longer speak the Word as the 
Word of God, then we had better stop speaking 
it, for it loses its place of authority and becomes 
just like any other book, a book to be discussed 
and criticized, perhaps praised and admired as 
literature and as containing some valuable ideas 
for men, but not having the right to demand our 
2 We must preach it as the word of 

0 


II. A second way to preach it faithfully is to be 
2 ‘on we preach it ALL, not simply parts oi 
the Word. | 


Now this is no easy task. To preach the whole 
council of God will mean study and comparison; 
it will mean hard work and much praying; it will 
mean that we are not afraid of any part of its 
message. Some of us are too lazy to do this. Some 
of us are too busy, we say, with the other work 
of the church, some of us like to preach on certain 
themes. We have our “hobbies” and we love to 
ride them, rather than finding out the whole 
message of Salvation and declaring all that God 
speaks. The very parts we omit may be what o 
own souls need and what our people need. | 


There is no doubt that some messages are more 
pleasant to preach than others. Most of us would 
rather preach on Heaven than on Hell; on God’s 
love rather than God’s wrath; on the sins of the 
heathen than the sins of our own hearts and our 
own people; on the pleasanter duties of the Chris- 
tian rather than on cross bearing. Some of the 
messages which Jeremiah and Isaiah had to de- 
liver to their people were very hard for them 
to deliver. Nobody likes to be called a traitor or 
a “pessimist.” Not only was it a disagreeable 
task, but a dangerous task, for they were likely 
to be killed for what they said. : 


But the preachers and teachers and Christians 
have no choice in this matter. They are to preach 
and teach or speak the whole Word of God. 
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If this had always been done many of the 
“isms” of today would not have arisen, according 
to Dr. Campbell Morgan. He says that the neglect 
of certain truths by the preachers and the church 
has caused these truths to become a sort of 
“slogan” for many sects of Christians. 


We can see this ourselves. The church neglected 
to preach on the Second Coming of Christ. It 
seemed to forget there was such a thing, as it 
concerned itself about establishing a great worldly 
kingdom on earth and the consequence was that 
earnest Christians rediscovering this great and 
glorious doctrine have perhaps overstressed it, 
at least carrying it to a degree not warranted in 
the Bible, by setting dates for His coming and 
making a certain program the only program to be 


accepted. If we had preached this glorious and 


comforting and important truth as we should, we 
would not be embarrassed by this sort of mis- 
guided zeal today. 


The church has neglected the preaching and 
teaching of the truth about the relation of the 
healing of the body to our Christian faith. The 
wonderful privilege of taking our sick to God 
in prayer, and by faith claiming His help and His 
power to heal our sick, has been neglected. In 


consequence we have Christian Science, and some 


sincere Christian sects who overemphasize this 
side of the Gospel. No one has more reason to 
believe that God answers prayer in the healing of 
the sick than the writer. It is a glorious privilege 
to pray over our sick and to claim God’s rich 
promises of healing. 


The church has neglected the preaching of Holi- 
ness of life sanctification and separateness and 
victory over sin and the result has been that some 
erroneous doctrines have been taught and accept- 
ed by earnest Christians. We need a full, well 


rounded conception of this thing of Holiness and 


we need to preach. it to our people. Our emphasis 
on Salvation by grace without works should not 
lead us to neglect the preaching of the fruits of 
the Spirit and the necessity of a Spirit-filled life 
on the part of Christians. 


We might go on and on illustrating this but we 
can apply it ourselves. No part of God’s message 
is to be left out. We are to get the Word as a 
whole with all of its connected doctrines before 
our people so that its truth can be fully developed 
in our minds and hearts. The Word is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect thoroughly furnished unto every 
good work. (see II Tim. 3:16, 17). If we desire 
full-grown Christians, we must preach and teach 
and speak a full Gospel, all of the Word of God, 
not just those parts which appeal to our minds 
and dispositions or to our people. 


III. To speak the Word faithfully means, I 
believe, to speak it earnestly, zealously, con- 
stantly patiently. “Preach the Word; be instant 


in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort — 


rin all long-suffering and doctrine.” (II Tim. 


Remember, we are sowing seed, some, indeed, 
may fall on beaten paths; some on stony ground; 


some among thorns; but it is our business to keep 


on sowing! We are not to stop sowing because 
some of the soil looks very unpromising. 


We are holding a light. We are to let it shing 
even though it may seem but a twinkling candle 
in a world of blackness. It is our business to let 
it shine. 


We are blowing a trumpet. In the din and noise 
of battle, our little trumpet may seem to us lost 
but we must keep on sounding the alarm to those 
who are in danger. | 


We are kindling a fire. In this cold old world 


full of hatred and selfishness our little blaze may 


seem to be unavailing. But we must keep our fire 
burning! 


| We are striking with a hammer. The blows may 
seem to only jar our own hands as we strike, 
but we are to keep on hammering! _ 


We are using a sword. The first or second 
thrust of our sword may be evaded and all our 
efforts to strike deep into the enemy may seem 
hopeless, but we are to keep wielding our sword. 
It is the Sword of the Spirit. 


We have bread for a hungry world. The people 


may seem to be so busy feeding on other things 
that they will not accept the bread of life, but we 
must keep on giving it, offering it to the souls of 


men. 2 


We have water for a famishing people. We 
must keep standing and erying out, Ho, everyone 
that thirsteth, come, come to the waters.“ We 
must persevere, never give up, keep using the 
Word, for 


IV. Faithfully means Hopefully, believing in 
its power and believing the promise that My 
word shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it.” (see Is. 55:11). 


The seed will find some good soil and spring up 


and bear fruit; even sixty or thirty or a hundred 


fold. Somebody will hear the trumpet, even in 
the din and tumult, and will flee to the refuge 
and be safe. The fire will kindle a sacred flame 
in some cold hearts and woo them to God. The 
hammer will break some hard hearts and make 
them contrite and yielded to God. The sword will 
pierce the armor of sin and cut away the self. 
satisfaction and pride and open them to the Spirit 
of God. Some hungry men and women will take 
the bread of life and some famishing ones Will 
find the water of life at our hands. 


May we take our text to heart today: We have 
the Word. There is not a Home represented here 
that does not have the Word. It is ours not te 
keep to ourselves but to speak to a world that l 
perishing. May we do it faithfully! 
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Ihe Christian Home 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D. D.“ 


(This address was delivered by Dr. Robinson on the Miami Youth For Christ” Rally program, on 
Saturday evening, May 12, at 8:00 o'clock. This great interdenominational Youth for Christ rally was 
held in the Orange Bowl Stadium, Miami, Fla. Rev. Daniel Iverson, Pastor of the Shenandoah Presby- 
trian Church, Miami, Fla., was the program chairman. Some 14,000 people attended this rally in the 
frst appeal for Christ on a city-wide basis ever made to the City of Miami. The pageantry was very ef- 
fective with the bands and a chorus of over 1,000 voices. The colors were presented by the A merican 
Legion. Then followed the raising of the National Flag and the Church Flag above it, according to the 
ceremony of the United States Navy. The address of welcome was given by the retiring Mayor of the 
tity. Resolutions commending President Truman for setting aside a day of prayer were read, Ten de- 


cisions for Christ were turned in on the decision blanks that night. Our congratulations to Dan Iverson 
for his part in sponsoring this great Youth for Christ Rally. H.B.D.) | 


The events of our day are calling us back to 
the conviction of the ancient psalmist: . 


Except the Lord build the house 
They labor in vain that build it: 
Except the Lord keep the city, 
The watchman waketh but in vain.” 
—Psa. 127:1. 


That nation which turned from the revelation 
God made of Himself in Jesus Christ to a Leader 
of their own making plummetted from the throne 
to the gutter. Their very gifts of scholarship and 
industry beeame the means of plunging a world 
into war, a Continent into slavery, and their own 
fatherland into desolation. Over the fall of the 
German Dritte Reich is written the lesson of the 
Psalmists: “Only that nation whose God is the Lord 
is either blessed or happy.” (Psa. 144:15 - 33:12). 


While the King of the Ages is manifesting His 
righteous acts to the nations of the earth, He is 
also teaching every household in America the 
homely lesson of the family altar. There is an 
empty chair at every table, and the letters coming 
back from the front read like this: Keep on pray- 
ing for us. It is only prayer that will get any of 
us out of this, alive.” “Over here the arrow that 
fieth by day and the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness are not mere figures of speech.” 


Even when thé Purple Hearts arrive they often 
do so with a note of thanksgiving: “I certainly 
thank God for the way He has looked after my 
platoon and me the last few days. It was, in sev- 
eral cases, only His mercy that brought us through. 
We were blessed by no deaths, only five wounded.” 
Lowering the draft age to eighteen has brought us 
abruptly to the realization that we parents have 
only eighteen years in which to give our children 
oe Christian faith before they go imto a world 
istraught with rival ideologies. 


Thus when my generation speaks to you young. 


people of the coming generation we do so from no 
pinnacle of superior accomplishment. We speak of 
— we are learning the hard way, the heart- 
— way, when we beg you to believe what 
ine Frandkathers told us: You cannot build a last- 
ing home without prayer, without the Bible, with- 
— the Sabbath, without the Church, without 
— Christ. He is the only foundation upon 

er OL every istian home. ery. truly 
Christian home has Christ as its end, and the 


Kingdom of God as its chief concern. In our build 
ing let us take care that Christ is the end, for the 
beginning is Christ; Christ the beginning, for the 
end is Christ. Then shall God be known in the 


palaces of Zion for a refuge. (Cf. Psa. 48:3). 


God has laid in Zion a precious cornerstone, and 
other foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid which is Jesus Christ. “Teach us to build 
upon the solid rock!“ Christian homes can be built 
only by hearts which have been reached by the 
love-communion of God our Saviour, and by lives 
pene have yielded obedience to our Lord Jesus 


Apart from Christ we are in darkness and the 
shadow of death. The natural man is at enmity 
toward God, for neither is He subject to the law 
of God, nor indeed can he be. But in Jesus Christ 
God meets us, God comes to us, God reveals Him- 
self to us. We behold His glory, glory as of the 
only-begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. The light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God shines for us in the face of Jesus Christ. We 
have redemption through His blood even the for- 
giveness of our sins according to the riches of 
His grace. He is the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world—your sins and my sins. 
He does this as He calls us, as the Father draws 
unto Him, as the Holy Spirit sheds abroad His 
love in our hearts. And as in response we look to 
Him, we entrust ourselves to Him, we feed upon: 
Him, we hear His Word: “I am the way, the truth 
and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me.” “Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.“ 


The Christ whom God has given to be the Head 
of His body the Church is the head of every man 
and the true head and foundation of every Chris- 
tian home, for every Christian home is the 
Church in thy house.” Without minimizing the im- 
portance of the congregation assembled for the 
regular preaching of the Word and administration 
of the sacraments, we know that where two or 
three gather about a hearthstone in Christ’s name, 
there is the Head of the Church and under the 
Head there is “the Church in thy house.” 


For the Church in thy house, Christ is not only 
the foundation, He is also the builder. He says, 
“I build my Church.” Our children are a heritage 
of the Lord. As we bring them to God in the arms 
of faith and on the vows of our dedication, Christ 
through His Church takes them up in His arms, 


P ] 
Page 

945 

use | 

iné 

dle 

let 

ise 

ost 

Ose 

rid | 

lay 

ay Uy— 

e, 

nd 

ur 

em 

rd. | 

dle 

gs 

we 

of 

Ve 

ne 

Ve 

he 

in 

y 

all 

er 

). 

in 

ge | 

le 

le 

Ke 

I] 

it 

ll 


Page 10 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


lays His hands upon them, blesses them, and re- 
turns them to us to be nurtured for Him in the 
Christian faith. For Christ’s sake the Father gives 
His angels charge over them to cover their heads 
in the day of battle and His right hand upholds 
them as they fly to the uttermost parts of the sea. 


In building the Christian homes of tomorrow, 
we are faced with tremendous problems. But I my- 
self am the gravest of these problems, my wicked 
self-will, my perverted desire for dominion, my 
sinful pride, my selfish lust. In every heart there 
are bitter battles to be fought, stern campaigns to 
be waged against the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. Now the building of a home means at least 
two such hearts under every roof. Within and 
around each home are forces of sin, hostility, fear, 
anxiety, lust, desire for dominion, forces that are 
crushing thousands of American homes. Troubles 
that are legion come into every home—from the 
White House to the humblest hovel. 


There is one and only one who can conquer us 
and all His other enemies, and make and keep our 
homes Christian. In Jesus Christ: 


“The King of love my Shepherd is 
I nothing lack if I am His 
Whose goodness faileth never, 
And He is mine forever.” 


He is “a king who is able to make a valley of 
trouble into a door of hope, who is able to make 
light come out of darkness, love out of hatred, 
life out of death, and the kingdom of God out of 
a world which loves darkness rather than light be- 
cause its deeds are evil.“ 


He and He alone of all the sons of men kept 
His life of fellowship and obedience. Then having 
put away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself, He 
was brought by the resurrection and ascension 
into immediate and unbreakable fellowship with 
the Father. As we are in Him that blessed fellow- 
ship is ours. When one crosses the ocean he is 
saved from sinking into the depths of the sea by 
the steamer in which he travels. We needy sinners 
are saved from sinking away from fellowship with 
the living God, only by abiding in Christ. For the 
voyage of life, He is e anchor, the ship, and the 
pilot. Be sure, young people, that you do not 
launch your home without Him. Service man, as 
you return to the brave little wife who has cared 
for the bairns and kept the home fires burning be 
sure that Christ comes back with you. When sin 
or anger or hate conquer everybody loses. When 
God’s love conquers, each side wins and no side 
loses.“ Christ is the victory in the home, for He is 
— Master Builder. Do not try to build without 

im. | 


g 


Except the Lord build the house, 
They labor in vain that build it. 


As we build the homes of tomorrow we need a 
clear vision of the true ends of life. 


“O Master, lend us sight 
To see the towers gleaming in the 
light.“ 


As Christians we cannot merely build our homes 
for our own ease, or our selfish pleasure. If we 
seek to save our lives we still lose them, only if 
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we give them to God in service shall we save them 
unto life eternal. By the grace of God we must 
build the walls of Zion, each one building over 
against his own house. We must build for the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 


Our hearts thrilled as our boy wrote us how his 
Ozark Division, spear-heading the Ninth Army's 
drive from the Ruhr to the Rhine, captured 86 
towns and villages and raised Old Glory over Kre. 
feld, their third great captured German city. But 
by faith we see a yet more glorious banner and we 
pray for the day when the Ozark and the other di. 
visions of Christian young people shall lift the 
colors of Christ our King over cities and villages, 
over countrysides and communities, over islands 
and peninsulas which have never known His gra. 
cious reign. 


In the dreadful killing times in Scotland the 
martyrs died crying that the children who were 


yet unborn were bound by covenants to religion 


and to reformation. Into your keeping, O young 
people of today, we commit the heritage of the 
future. May you not go into that future for self- 
aggrandizement, may you not rush in under the 
fanatical banner of some perverted dictator. May 
you go into that future to claim it for Christ who 


loved you and gave Himself up for you. 


From the Young People of France comes this 
challenge: We must express ourselves adequately 
about the gospel.“ From small groups of young 
people in Germany Pastor Stewart Herman, of the 
American Church in Berlin, brings the message: 
„We do not intend to give up the Christian faith.” 
From Britain sounds this call: 


“There is only one thing matters 
In this passing world of sin, 
That our lives should tell for Jesus, 
Be of some account for Him.” 


Will the youth of America join the chorus of 
loyalty to Him who loved us and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood? 


“My will is not my own, 
Till Thou has made it Thine. 
If it would reach a monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign.” 


Making Christ the end of our lives and of our 
homes and prospective homes will have definite 
bearings upon what we do and what we avoid do- 
ing in our play and in our work, with our time 
and with our talents. It will mean full-time Chris- 
tian service for some who have made other plans. 
In saying this I am not setting myself up as either 
a law-giver or an example. The Lord is our Judge, 
the Lord is our King, the Lord is our Law-giver, 
and God hath given Him for a Leader and a Com- 
mander for the people. I do not even mean that 
everyone will do exactly the things that every 
other Christian does. Different people see things 
differently and our Heavenly Father even perm 
His children to do some things of which He does 
not approve. In the Kingdom of Grace the love 0 
Christ constrains each one to render obedience 
the King, and these constraints of His love àre 
individual and personal. 


The story of a little girl may illustrate the 
point. This little tot was selfishly crowding all her 
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toys into her lap and under her dress so that her 
little visitor could play with none of them. Then 
4 beautiful butterfly flew in through the open win- 
dow and suddenly the toys dropped all over the 
room as the child rose and stretched her arms to 


catch the butterfly. When Christ becomes the cen- 


ter of our lives, the values of life change. When 
His love is shed abroad in our hearts many of the 
toys that formerly seemed so important become 


trivial. 


Essential Christianity is not looking in upon our 
own things, but looking out upon God's plan for a 
redeemed world; it is not setting our affections 
upon the things below, but upon the things above 
where Christ sits at the right hand of God; it is 
not dwelling on those things which are behind but 
pressing on with Christ into those things which 
are before. When Christ and the Kingdom of God 
are our greatest concern we face the future un- 
afraid. The Lamb hath overcome to open the seals 
and administer the counsels of redemption. He 
goes forth on the white horse of victory conquer- 
ing and to conquer. He shall reign until the last 
enemy is destroyed and He returns in His ma- 
jestic glory as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
Yes the future belongs to God and God has com- 
mitted it to Jesus Christ and sealed the delivery of 
power with these words: Even so come Lord Jesus. 
Vexilla Dei prodeunt! 


„He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never 


call retreat, 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His 
judgment seat. | 
O be swift, my soul to answer Him! be jubilant, 
my feet! 
Our God is marching on!“ 


Will you march with Him? Yes God has other 
hands, and other feet and other voices, other wicks 
upon which to place His light. He is not wor- 
shipped by men’s hands as though He needed any- 
thing, seeing He giveth to all life, breath and all 
things. But we can never be grateful enough if 
the Lord of glory count us faithful, putting us 
under His banner of love, in His shock troops with 
which He congers His foes. 


_ Now we can only serve Him if He first serve us 
in the ministries of His redeeming mercy. The late 
Reverend John R. Mackay, an esteemed minister of 
the Free Church of Scotland, once said that it 


seemed as he looked into his own heart he could 


see only darkness, guilt and pride. “But then I re- 
membered that Christ is a Prophet who can dispel 
my darkness, Christ is a Priest who can remove my 
guilt, Christ is a King who can humble my pride. 


And I said -it were good that Christ and I should 


meet. 


May God meet you tonight, my young friend. 
May God in Christ confront you, dispute the sin- 
ful passage with you this hour as He did with Saul 
of Tarsus on the Road to Damascus. Francis 
Thompson tells how he sought to elude as God 
sought to save him, how he fled as God pursued 
him like a veritable Hound of Heaven. Until: 


“Halts by me that footfall: 
Is my gloom after all 
Shade of His hand, outstretched, 
Caressingly?’’ 
When you seek to elude a rendezvous with 
Christ you are playing traitor to your own soul, 
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to your hope of a Christian home here and the 
Father’s house hereafter. When you drive Christ 
away you drive love away—the deepest, holiest, 
most undeserved love that ever faced your life. As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness even 
so was the Son of Man lifted up bearing our sins 


in His own body on the tree. For God so loved the 


world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. As Christ calls, answer Him 
tonight. Now is the accepted time! Today is the 


day of salvation! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 


and thou shalt be saved and thy house. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


The Daily Prayer Union In The 
Fellowship Of The Holy Spirit 


As many readers of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal are members of the Daily Prayer Union, 
I asked Dr. Dendy if he would kindly allow me to 
write a few lines to the members and wish them 
God's richest blessing with Phil. 4:4-6 and 
I. Thess. 5:23. 


I have not seen my sons in England (two min- 


isters and a doctor) for six years and I am sure 


you will all understand that I long to see them 
again. We hope to get a passage from New York 
at the end of this month or in June, not for- 
getting James 4:15. 3 


Up to May 25 letters will reach us at our old 
home, The National Bible Institute, 340 West 
Fifty-Fifth Street, New Vork 19, N. V., and after 
that date addressed to Rev. R. R. Neill, M.A., Rec- 
tory Toobing, London, S. W. 17. You will find his 
address on The Christian Workers’ Guide. Please 
note that the postage to England of letters is 5 
cents, postcards 3 cents. 


We members are all one family, members one 
of the other, and we feel sure that you all will re- 
member us in your prayer. 

With loving greetings from my wife and me. 
Yours in the Lord’s service, 

D. H. Dolman. 
> — — 
New Life For The 
Christian Church 

If Twentieth Century congregations are to re- 
gain the power too many have lost and prepare 
their members to withstand the perils of a threat- 
ening future, the cry must be: Back to the early 
Christian churches for their earnest, painstaking, 
thorough teaching of God’s truth! Back to the 
apostles’ patient, persevering instruction in the 
saving Word! Give us sermons with texts from 
the Scriptures rather than subjects from maga- 
zines or motion pictures; Bible classes in churches 
rather than dramatic-arts classes; daily Christian 
soul of heart training for our children in prefer- 
ence to any modern theories of mind-training; 
catechisms with the Christian doctrine explained 
in questions and answers, a thousand times than 
some of the Sabbath School books with stories 


about bluebirds and pussy-willows, yet not a syl- 
lable about the Saviour! —Dr. Walter A. | Maier. 


Heb. 13:5,6. 
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Sabbath School Lessons F or July 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


xsso FOR JULY 1 
Socks Joy In Creation 
Scripture: Genesis 1-2. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 95:1-6. 
Introduction 


As a general introduction to our Studies In 
Genesis” may we quote a few paragraphs from one 
of the newest and best commentaries we have 
seen on the Book of Genesis, “Exposition Of 
Genesis,” by H. C. Leupold. 


First, as to the purpose of the book: “The pur- 


pose of Genesis may be formulated thus: the book 


aims to relate how Israel was selected from among 
the nations of the world and became God’s chosen 
08 em Since, however, this choice was not made 

ecause of the merit or the excellence of Israel’s 
ancestors but wholly because of God’s unmerited 
and unmeritable mercy, the book may also be said 
to be the story. of God’s free grace in establishing 
Israel for Himself as His people.” 


As to the historical character of the record, he 
has this to say: “A proper evaluation of the facts 
enumerated above (See Page 11 of Introduction) 
leads definitely to the conclusion that Genesis 
gives a sober, accurate, historical account of the 
events that led to the separation of Israel from 
among the nations and to her establishment as a 
new nation with a divinely given destiny.“ 


-As to the value and importance of Genesis: “In 
a general way it would be correct to say that this 
book is singular in its kind, for it offers the only 
correct and satisfactory information that we pos- 
sess concerning prehistoric times. It goes back be- 
yond the reach of available historical sources and 
offers not mystical suppositions, not poetic fancies, 
not vague suggestions, but a positive record of 
things as they actually transpired and, at the same 
wa of matters of infinite moment for all man- 

ind. 


(If anyone is inclined to doubt the Mosaic au- 
thorship of Genesis and the Pentateuch this book 
is a fine place to bolster our faith). 


We will now get to our subject, “God’s Joy In 
Creation.” (Genesis 1-2). | 


“Men get a great deal of joy out of anything 
they make, whether it be a garden with gorgeous 
flowers and delicious vegetables and fruits, or a 
house with its landscaped grounds, or a marvellous 
machine capable of doing wonderful work. We can 
easily imagine that God, too, would find satisfac- 
tion and joy in all that He makes. 


eln the beginning God.“ Can anyone think of a 
more majestic or fitting, or beautiful way for the 
Bible to begin? I heard a preacher say that he had 
these words underscored with this note: I believe 
this; all that follows is easy to believe.” If we 
really believe these four words at the beginning of 
our Bible, we have no trouble in believing the 
balance.of the Book. 


We will briefly | consider these two chapters 
under these three heads: (1) What they teach 
about God; (2) What they teach about the uni. 


verse; (3) What they teach about man. 


God 


Forty- five times in these two chapters of fifty. 
six verses, this word occurs. What are some of the 
truths revealed about God? , 


„God ereated.“ He created the heavens and the 
earth; the great sea-monsters and everything that 
moveth; man in His image, in the image of God 
created He him, male and female created He 
them.” Rees are the “missing links” that knock 
the theory of evolution in the head for all time. 


“God said.” “Let there be light“; let there bea 
firmament in the midst of the waters; let the 
waters under the heavens be gathered together 
into one place and let the dry land appear; let the 
earth bring forth; let there be lights; let the waters 
swarm; let us make man; not good for man to be 
alone; I will make an helpmeet for man; I have 


given you. 


“God made“: the firmament; the two great 
lights; the beasts of the earth; a woman. 


„God saw.“ He surveyed the work of each crea- 
tive day, and “it was good.“ 


“God created’”’; God said“; God made”; “God 
saw.“ From these four expressions we learn a 


great deal about our God. We see His power, wis- 
dom, goodness and other attributes manifesting 


themselves in a marvellous succession of events as 
He brings the universe into existence, filled it with 
living creatures, and turned it over to man. 


The Universe — The Heavens 


And The Earth” 


“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork.” In six days 
the Lord made the heavens and the earth. It is 
immediately apparent that the account as a whole 
proceeds from the lower to the higher, providing 
first the basic essentials for existence as well as 
for plant and animal life, then running to a climax 
in the creation of man for whose wellbeing and 
well-ordered existence all previous steps in crea- 
tion provide the adequate setting. So the account 
abundantly displays that God is a God of order. 
‘The first three days are days of preparation, the 
next three are days of accomplishment.’ ” 


Someone has written a book called God's 
Extras.” In this account of creation we see many 
of these “Extras.” Some things, like air, light, 
water, were necessary; others were thrown in for 
the happiness of mankind. Think of the beautiful 
flowers and colors of all sorts suited to soothe an 
please the eye, of the delicious flavors of fruits, 
and the varied wonders of Nature, and we realize 
that God not only made an orderly world suited to 
support life, but an exceedingly beautiful world 
full of extra adornment. Just as a man building 4 
home for his bride will add many loving touches to 
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his work, so our loving Heavenly Father touches 
all the universe to make it an attractive home for 
mankind. No wonder the expression, He saw that 
it was good,” is used so often. We feel that God 
found a great deal of joy in adding these extras.“ 


The climax of creation is man. There seems to 
de an added solemnity as God comes to this part 
of His work and says: Let us make man.” % 


Man was.made in the image of God. That image, 
we believe, was in his moral and spiritual nature, 
consisting in knowledge, righteousness, and holi- 
ness. We believe that when man came from the 
hand of God, though of such humble origin, made 
from the earth, yet he was but little lower than 
the angels and crowned with glory and honor. 


God placed man in a garden, a beautiful place, 
with delightful work, to dress it and to keep it. 


God saw that it was not good for man to be 


alone, so out of man He formed woman to be his 
companion and helpmeet, and as Matthew Henry 
says, He did not take her from his head, to rule 
over him, or from his feet, to be trampled on by 
him, but from his side, for him to protect and 
cherish and love. Marriage was instituted in the 
Garden of Eden, and united one man and one 
woman. 


God gave man dominion over all the earth. He 
also gave him every fruit of the garden except 
one,,and tested him as to his willingness to obey 
by commanding him not to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 6 


Our devotional reading (Ps. 95:1-6) suggests 
that we ought to be filled with the spirit of joy 
and thanksgiving as we worship the God revealed 
in these chapters. 


| LESSON FOR JULY 8 
Man's Failures And God's Promises 


Scripture: Genesis 3-9. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 103:1-13. 


in these chapters we study about Man's Sin and 
God's Grace; about Man's Fall and God's Salva- 
tion; about God's Judgment and God's Merey. 


(We are looking at these passages from the con- 


servative viewpoint. It is far easier to believe 


what Moses wrote under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit than to believe the far-fetched and often 
foolish “explanations” and comments of the 
Higher Crities.“) (Most of our quotations are 
from H. C. Leupold). 


Genesis — Chapter 3 


This is the most tragic chapter in the Bible.“ 
tis “an inspired account of how sin and all evil 
‘ame into the world. Without a doubt, things are 
recorded as they actually transpired; this is a 
— historical account fully approved by the 
ew Testament.“ In II Corinthians 11:3 Paul 
Says: as the serpent beguiled Eve through his 
subtilt „ and in I Tim. 2:14: “And Adam was 
not deceived, but the woman being deceived was 


in the transgression.” (See also Verses 13 and 15). 


The serpent is put first for emphasis in Verse 1. 
A better translation of more subtil“ is probable 
“most clever.” “This serpent actually spoke to 
Eve.“ We see, however, that back of the serpent 
was Satan who was using her as his mouthpiece. 
When Paul in Romans 16:20 says, “The God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly,” 
he is making an “interpretative allusion’ to 
Verse 15 of this Chapter, and we find in Rev. 12:9 
the expression, the old serpent, he that is called 
the Devil and Satan.” Satan is a liar and the 
father of lies. He disguises himself by using the 
serpent. 


“The woman” is approached because she was not 
naturally as strong as the man and may have heard 
God’s prohibitive command only through Adam. 


The devil casts a suspicion upon God’s goodness, 
although our first parents had abundant evidence 
of that goodness. They should have certainly trust- 
ed their loving Heavenly Father who had given 
them all the trees of the garden except the one 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The mo- 
ment such trust begins to waver man has fallen.” 
The temptation is also directed against God’s 
Word. Adam and Eve are to be led away from the 
truth through unbelief. 


„Why must there be a temptation?” “The an- 
swer must always be that God will have only that 
count as moral behavior worthy of a being made 
in God’s image, which is freely given and main- 
tained even where the possibility of doing other- 
wise offers itself.“ Or, as our Catechism puts it, 
“being left to the freedom of their own will.” Man 
was to be a free moral agent; he was to choose 


‘obedience or disobedience to the divine will. | 


The fall was rebellion against a gracious and 
loving Heavenly Father and so became “the one 
great sin in the history of the human race.“ It in- 
volved not only Adam but all his posterity. “‘As in 
Adam all die.“ 


Eve begins to doubt and distrust; she loses 
sight of the boundless goodness of God. ‘‘Appar- 
ently, there sin took its beginning; God’s mercies 
are lost sight of.“ “To have suspicions of God and 
of His goodness is a wicked insult to His majesty.” 


Having gained his first point, the devil boldly 
advances to his second. He denies the truth of 
God. God said, Vou shall die.“ Satan replies, “Ye 
shall certainly not die.“ He then attributed envy 
to God. “For God knows ... ye shall be as gods.”’ 


Verse 6 has a striking resemblance to I John 
2:16. Notice how they parallel each other: When 
she saw—the tree was good for food.” John calls 
it “lust of the flesh.” “It was attractive to the 
eye.” John says “lust of the eyes.” “It was seen 
to be a tree desirable for acquiring wisdom.” John 
describes this as the “vainglory of life.” 


We see the first result of the fall in Varse 7— 
shame. “Both are equally guilty: both experience 
the same result.“ Next comes mistrust and fear 
(Vs. 8) as they try to hide from God. Their intel- 
lect becomes darkened so that they fail to see that 
no one can hide from the omniscient and omni- 
present God. | 
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The question in Verse 9 Where art thou?“ is 
not, of course, for information. God's questions 
are pedagogie.“ He is trying to bring man to a 
sense of his guilt. 


The reply of Adam in Verse 12 is a cowardly 
one. He refuses to admit plain guilt and tries to 
lay the blame on Eve, and by inference, on God: 
„The woman whom thou didst set at my side.“ 
The woman also tries to evade the issue by blam- 
ing the serpent. 


A curse is pronounced upon the serpent. Chry- 
sostom says of Verse 14: “God destroys the instru- 
ment that brought his creatures to fall, just as a 
loving father, when punishing the murderer of his 
son, might snap in two the sword or dagger with 
which the murder had been committed.“ 


Verse 15 is the Protevangelium, the first Gos- 
pel proclamation. We can and must subscribe to 
the statement that this word held up the Saviour 
before their eyes, and so made it possible for 
them to believe upon Him.” We heartily say 
„Amen' to these fine words of Dr. Leupold. 


Some Consequences Of 
The Fall 


Let us note what our Catechism says about 
some of the consequences of the fall: “The fall 
brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.“ 
“All mankind, by their fall, lost communion with 
God, are under His wrath and curse, and so made 
liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself, 
and to the pains of hell forever.“ The devil said, 
“Ye shall not die,“ but mankind died spiritually 
in the day he sinned, dies physically every day, 
and wil] die eternally unless saved through the 
mercy of God in Christ, our Redeemer. 


Some broader consequences are seen in the 
Spread of Sin. Sin entered the heart, and man be- 
came a pitiful wreck of his former glory. 


As is natural, we see it spreading to the home, 
and the sad story of Cain and Abel illustrates its 
disastrous effects. We next have the terrible con- 
dition of human society described. The very 
thoughts and imaginations of men were evil con- 
my This awful condition grieved God at His 

eart. 


Judgment On Account Of 
Sin — The Flood 


In Chapters 6-7-8-9 we have this judgment de- 
scribed, the building of the ark, and the flood 
— destroyed all mankind except Noah and his 
amily. 


As in the case of the fall, so after the flood, 
God gives another gracious promise and sets the 
aig 4 as a seal of the covenant He makes with 

oah. 


Faith is ever the connecting link between man 
and God. The men who “by faith” believed these 
promises, became the heirs of eternal life, and 
walked with God. 


Conclusion 


Let us conclude with a few questions from 
Chapter 3: 


1. Satan’s question: “Hath God said?” This is | 


the devil’s favorite starting point. The funda. 
— error of Modernism is doubt of God's 
ord. 


2. God's two questions: Where art thou?” and 
„Where is Abel thy brother?” These ought to start 
some heart-searching of our own. 


_ 8. Man’s question: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
Selfish men are still making this reply to God. How 
much better is Paul’s noble declaration, “I am 
debtor both to the Jews and to the Greeks.” 


LESSON FOR JULY 15 
God's Purpose For Abraham 
Scripture: Genesis 11:26 - 12:20. Devotional 


Reading: Psalm 139:1-12. 


Introduction 


“We are now on the threshold of what may be 
called the greatest single historical event in the 
redemptive purpose of God to be found anywhere 
in the Old Testament.” (Wilbur W. Smith). “The 
first Jew was a Gentile. The first Hebrew was a 
heathen.” (Whyte). 


We are using as part of our outline one of 
Alexander Whyte’s unique sentences: A great 
bereavement, a great disappointment, a great 


temptation, a great transgression, a great humilia- 


tion, a great surrender of his rights—all these 


great experiences, and more than these, had to be 


passed through ... before Abram could be trusted, 
counted on, as the foundation stone of the Old 
Testament Church.“ | 


„A Great Bereavement” 
(Gen. 11:26-32) 


In these verses we have the generations of 
Terah, Abram’s father. Terah had three sons, one 
of them, Haran, dying before his father, in Ur of 
the Chaldees. Abram married Sarai, Nahor mar- 
ried Milcah. Sarai had no children. Then Terah 
took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, 
and Sarai, and they went forth from Ur of the 
Chaldees to go into the land of Canaan. “And 
Terah died in Haran.“ Thus the loss of his father 
was the great bereavement which came to Abram, 
both a blow to him and a test of his faith. He goes 
into Canaan with this sorrow in his heart. 


A Great Call And Promise 
(Gen. 12:1-3) 


This call which had already come to Abram, 
meant the giving up of much that is dear to us 
all country, kindred, father’s house, A separation 
like this is no easy matter—those who go today 4 
missionaries know that this is true—many of — 
soldiers could testify the same thing. Unto a lan 
that I will show thee.” The comment in Hebrews 
is, “not knowing whither he went.” He id 
clear idea of the country but only that he woul 
afterwards receive it as an inheritance. It was 
be a faith venture. 3 


The call was accompanied by a glorious promise. 
It has several parts: “make of thee a great oe 
tion“; “bless thee”; make thy name great’; 4 
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thou shalt be a blessing”; “I will bless them that 
bless thee“; in thee shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed.” This last clause is Messianic in 
its outlook. It took a great faith to believe such 
promises. How wonderfully they have been ful- 
filled, every student of sacred history well knows. 


A Great Obedience 
(Gen. 12:4-9) 


Abram proved the reality of his faith by his 
obedience to the call. He departed, went forth to 
go into the land of Canaan, at the age of seventy- 
fe. The Lord again appeared to him and re- 
iterated the promise, “unto thy seed will I give 
this land,” and there builded he an altar unto the 
Lord. Altars loom large in the life of Abram and 
the other patriarchs. These altars meant sacrifices; 
they were evidence of the faith these men had in 
God’s plan of redemption. He continues his 
journey, building another altar, and going towards 
the south. | 


“A Great Disappointment”’ 
(Gen. 12:10) 


“There was a famine—a grievous famine— 
in the land.“ Abram might have said, Is this the 
land that God has talked to me about so much?”’ 
He might have said as the Israelites said when 


hardships came: Let us go back to Egypt.” “I will 


go back to Haran, or Ur of the Chaldees.“ Whether 

he did right to go down into Egypt, we cannot say, 

but considering what befell him there, this journey 

into Egypt may have been a lapse of faith, but we 

see no sign that God disapproved of his sojourn 

— but only of his cowardly conduct while 
ere. 


“A Great Temptation” 
(Gen. 12:11-13) 


When he came near Egypt a strange unbelief 
and fear seem to take possession of Abram. The 
best of God’s saints sometimes show the white 


feather. Let us pity rather than condemn, for our 


own hearts often condemn us. The plan suggested 
to Sarai, that she pass herself off as his sister 


rather than his wife, is to be condemned both for 


its cowardice and intent to deceive by a half-truth 
and its immoral side. Our hero is never on a lower 
plane than here, as he tries to save himself at the 
expence of his wife’s honor. To make matters 
worse, we gather from Chapter 20 that this was 
the scheme agreed upon by both to be used as oc- 
casions arose. “May be well with me for thy sake“ 
are shameful words to come from the lips of so 
great a man. But, “let him that thinketh he 
— take heed lest he fall.“ The flesh is weak 
eed. 


“A Great Transgression” 
(Gen. 12:14-17) 


| _ The plan is carried out and it is only God’s 


intervention that prevents disastrous results. How 
good God is to us all in overruling our mistakes! 
Sarai is commended to Pharoah and taken into his 
house, but God plagued Pharoah and his house 
with great plagues, and so prevented further sin. 
n some way the king learns the truth. 


“A Great Humiliation” 
(Gen. 12:18-20) 


What a humiliating scene is this! A heathen 
ruler rebuking God’s chosen man—a man like 
Abram. And Abram is silent. We can almost see 
his head dropped in shame. 


After such an experience in Egypt, it is no won- 
der that we find him in the beginning of the next 
chapter, going back to the place where he first 
built an altar to God and there calling upon the 
name of the Lord. Well would it be for every back- 
slider to do the same thing, after we have had one 
of our humiliating experiences. 


Have we ever been rebuked by a man of the 
world and made to feel a deep sense of shame? 
Sometimes where there are no spoken words of 
rebuke, still we know that we have not been good 


- witnesses for our Lord, and feel ashamed in our 


hearts. May the merciful Master, who knows our 
frame, enable us to be true and faithful when for 


a time, perchance, we, too, sojourn for awhile in 


Egypt! We fear that many men of the world are 
asking the question in their minds as they see 
Christians in dance halls, beer joints, and immoral 
shows: “What do these Hebrews (Christians) 
here?“ If we have to live in Egypt let us be brave 
and true! | 


If we fall, like Abram, may we hasten back to 
Bethel with tears, and call upon the name of the 
Lord 


_ LESSON FOR JULY 22 


Abraham’s Practice Of Brotherhood 


Scripture: Genesis 13-15. Devotional Reading: 
I John 3:13-24. 


In our devotional reading John says: “Let us 
not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth.” Abraham does not say to his 
nephew (called brother), “I love you, but he 
showed his love by his deeds, by his unselfishness, 
and his helpfulness to Lot when captured by the 
enemy. We should not talk so much about brother- 
hood, but practice it more. 


We might call these chapters, “The Story of Two 
Rich Men,” a rich man, Abraham, who chose the 
“high way,” and another rich man, Lot, who chose 
the “low way.” Both Abraham and Lot were rich 
and both were saved (we would be in doubt about 
Lot except for the definite word of Peter that he 
was righteous“) but what a wide difference in 
their lives! One was “scarcely saved, “saved as 
by fire, snatched as a brand from the burning, 
saved “by the skin of his teeth,” as we would say; 
the other has an abundant entrance into the joy 
of the Lord. 


Lot: The Rich Man Who Chose 
The “Low Way.” 


We are not told of a single big, or noble, or 
generous deed that Lot ever did throughout his 
life. It is true that he had faith enough to go with 
Abraham, and that he vexed his soul with the 
wicked deeds of the men of Sodom, and he evi- 


dently had faith enough to save his soul, but he 
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went “empty-handed.” 


Remember that Lot probably owed his wealth 
and prosperity to his uncle; he certainly owed his 
life and all he had later, when Abram rescued him. 


Notice first of all, his selfishness. By all the 
common courtesies, if not from a deep sense of 
gratitude, he ought to have insisted on Abram 
having first choice, but he accepts his uncle’s 
proposition, lifted up his eyes, saw the fertile 


plain of the Jordan, well-watered as the garden of 


the Lord, and chose this for his part. 


It was not only a selfish choice; it involved far 
more. He pitched his tent toward Sodom,“ and 
the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before 
the Lord exceedingly. It was a short-sighted 
choice; he seemed to care little for the moral 
danger involved in such a choice. 


It was not long before Lot was in Sodom, mak- 
ing it his home, and presumably one of the lead- 
ing men of the place. Some of his daughters mar- 
ried men of Sodom and would not leave when he 
left. The “Low Way” led to a city full of sin. 


This city of sin soon became his undoing. The 
first great war took place, the battle between the 
four kings and the five kings in the valley, and 
Lot and all his family and property was taken. His 
uncle armed his household, pursued the enemy, 
and rescued his brother.“ 


But the end of the “Low Way“ is not yet. We 
know the sequel to the sad story. The low way led 
to ruin—to poverty, shame, death, and worse than 
death, in his home. The Moabites and Ammonites, 
those terribly wicked nations that caused Israel so 
much trouble later, are his descendants. 


What a warning to all men, rich or poor, is Lot! 
How many rich men have followed his footsteps 
and lost everything worthwhile, both in this life 
and in the world to come. We read and re-read 
their story almost every day in papers and maga- 
zines. 


Abraham: The Rich Man Who 
Chose The “High Way.“ 


It was literally a High Way,“ for he pitched 
his tent in the plains of Mamre, which is Hebron, 
a hilly country. But it was a high way in far better 
and greater meaning. 


It was the way of peace. Let there be no strife, 
I pray thee.“ What an unseemly thing for these 
“brethren” to quarrel with the eyes of the Ca- 
naanites upon them. When so-called Christian“ 
nations engage in deadly warfare, what can the 
“heathen” think? We can see where Isaac got his 
peace-loving disposition. It was peace that cost 
sacrifice. Not the sacrifice of principle, but of 
rights as far as property was concerned. Abraham 
could fight, and fight bravely and successfully 
where principle was involved, as we see when Lot 
was captured, but Abram was big enough to “give 
up” and “give in.“ 


It was the way, then, of unselfishness. “If thou 
wilt take the left hand, I will go to the right.” 


It was the way of faith in God, and that faith | 
was richly rewarded. I suppose that Abram was a 
bit lonely and hurt, too, as Lot so selfishly went 


his way, but God comes to him in his loneliness 
and tells him to “lift up his eyes” and look north. 
ward, and southward, and eastward, and west. 
ward. “All the land which thou seest to thee will 
I give it.“ The earth is the Lord's. 


It was the way of generous treatment of a 
“brother” who had wronged him. He endangered 
his own life to save “his brother“ from the enemy, 


It was the way of independent manliness. Whey 
the king of Sodom wanted to reward him by giy. 
ing him the spoils, he scornfully and proudly re. 
plies: I have lift mine hand unto the Lord, the 
Most High God, the possessor of heaven and earth 
that I will not take from a thread even to a shoe. 
latchet ... lest thou shouldest say, ‘I have made 
Abraham rich.’”’ Noble words, nobly spoken. 
Would that we had more men like him! Here js 
commendable pride and independence to be ad. 
mired and emulated. None of the “tainted wealth” 
of Sodom for Abraham! If he was to be rich, he 
would be made rich by the Lord, the possessor of 
all riches. 3 7 


After this wonderful exhibition of real Brother- 
hood and real Faith in God, it is no surprise that 
in Chapter 15 we have one of those great visita- 
tions of God to Abraham and conversations with 
him. In this chapter, Verse 6, we have the great 
verse quoted by Paul in Rom. 4:3: And he be- 
lieved in the Lord; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness.“ 


God reveals to him some of the future history of 
his posterity, especially their stay in Egypt, and 
makes a covenant with him, saying, unto thy seed 
have I given this land from the river of Egypt 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” The 
“High Way” has its rich rewards. 


“To every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low; 
And each one decideth . | 
Which way his soul shall go.“ 


LESSON FOR JULY 29 
| God's Promise Of A Nation 
Scripture: Genesis 17-18. Devotional Reading: 


Hebrews 11:8-16. 


Introduction 


The Hebrew Nation—its mission in the world, 
and its marvellous preservation—is one of the 
wonders of History. When someone asked Na- 
poleon what was a proof of the inspiration of the 
Bible, he is said to have answered, “the Jew.” In 
today’s lesson we study the promise of God which 
looks forward to this great nation even as we look 
back and marvel at the way God kept that promise. 


In Verse 12 of our Devotional Reading we see 
the fulfillment of this promise and _ prophecy: 
“Therefore sprang there even of one, and him 4 
good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in 
multitude, and as the sand which is by the s¢@ 
shore innumerable.” 


Chapter 16 is one of those sad and tragic inter- 


ludes between God's gracious promises to, 
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covenants with, Abraham. Both Abram and Sarai 
seemed to have grown tired of waiting for God to 
keep His promise of an heir and resort to the ex- 
pedient, common in that day, of a secondary wife. 
The wife chosen was Hagar, Sarai’s Egyptian 
maid. This taking matters into their own hand 
brought sorrow and bitterness into the home, as 
such things always do. It may have been an im- 
perfect and groping faith, but seems more like a 
japse into partial unbelief. The chapter relates the 
story of the birth of Ishmael and the prophecy con- 
cerning his career. In Chapter 17 we come to: 


God’s Covenant With Abraham 
(Gen. 17:1-27) 


Abram is ninety years old when God comes to 
him and commands him, walk before Me and be 
thou perfect.“ Is there a hint here of his imperfect 
faith as shown in the preceding chapter? 


Let us look first at some of the promises in this 


covenant. First, Thou shalt be a father of many 
nations, or “multitude of nations” (margin). Of 
course we have his descendents by Ishmael, and 
later by Keturah (Ch. 25) but we soon find this 
special promise to be centered in Isaac, for in 
Verse 8 we have the second promise which deals 
with the giving of the land of Palestine to Abram’s 
descendents, and these were his posterity through 
Isaac. His name is changed to Abraham, “father of 
a great multitude.” (Vs. 5). 


The seal of this covenant is to be circumcision. 
A severe penalty was attached to this covenant: 
“The uncircumcised man child ... shall be cut off 
from his people; he hath broken my covenant.” 


Sarai’s name was changed to Sarah, Princess.“ 
“And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of 
her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations.“ 


This promise seemed so unlikely of fulfillment 


that Abraham was overwhelmed, and laughed, and 


said in his heart: Shall a child be born unto him 
that is a hundred years old?” In Verse 19 God 
names the child that should be born, Isaac 
(laughter). No more appropriate name could have 
been found, for both Sarah and Abraham laughed 
at the very idea. And yet there was faith, for the 
Scripture gives them credit for this faith. But 
even Abraham had said (Vs. 18): “O that Ishmael 
might live before thee!” 


| God promises a rich blessing upon Ishmael, but 
E “my covenant will I establish with 
saac.”’ 


Abraham was obedient to his part of the cove- 
nant, and he and his whole household were cir- 
cumcised. (23-27). 


Genesis — Chapter 18 


There are two main subjects of this chapter: 
(1) The visit of the “three men”; (2) Abraham’s 
Prayer for Sodom. | 


| This visit of the Three Men is one of the most 
beautiful illustrations of Oriental Hospitality to 
be found in the Bible, or in all literature. The 
genuine hearty welcome to these strangers; the 
humility of a great man, like Abraham; the haste 
Which he prepared to feast them on the best he 
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had; and as a climax, these words, and he stood 
by them under the tree, and they did eat.“ Where 
can we find its equal, both for simplicity and for 
genuineness? 


They again tell of the birth of Isaac, making 
the time definite, and Sarah, hearing in the tent 
door, laughed. Then Sarah denied, saying, I 
laughed not; for she was afraid.” 


The Lord was one of these “three men,” and 
He now proceeds to reveal to Abraham what He is 
about to do to Sodom. Here we see one of the in- 
stances where God condescends to talk with 
Abraham as a friend. Abraham was called, “The 
friend of God.“ 


“The statements of the verse, ‘I will go down 
and see,’ etc. (Vs. 21) in no wise imply that God's 
omniscience is curtailed and that so He is under 
necessity of securing information as men might. 
God chooses this mode of procedure to make ap- 
parent the fact that He, as Just Judge of all the 
earth, does nothing without first being in full pos- 
session of all facts ... God practically claims that 
the facts of the case have come up before Him al- 
ready. But He does nothing until facts warrant 
interference.” (Leupold). 


In Verses 23-33 we have Abraham’s beautiful 
Intercessory Prayer for Sodom. 


Abraham is at his noblest in this prayer. It is a 
model prayer of intercession. Notice the Humility 
of the one who prays. He recognizes and rever- 
ences God as the Judge of all the earth. Then 
there is the holy boldness of one who is sure of 
his ground, and of the mercy and grace of God. 
Behold, too, the earnestness of his plea, and his 
insistence upon an answer as he keeps reducing. 
the number of the righteous to be found in Sodom. 


God answers his prayer, for while ten righteous 
men could not be found in the city, He graciously 
saves Lot and the few in his family who could be 
induced to leave, and it was only when his wife 
„looked back” that she was destroyed. 


It reminds us of Jesus’s words, “if ye abide in 
Me and my words abide in you ye shall ask what 
ye will and it shall be done unto you.” 


Do we not need some real Intercessory Praying 
today? Is not God wondering why His people do 
not pray more? | 


> 


THE NEW BIRTH 


By Arthur W. Pink. Bible Truth Depot, Swengel 
(Union County) Pa. Price 10c. 


Regeneration is a mystery and some of its fea- 
tures will always remain such, but with the New 
Testament in our hands it can no longer be classi- 
fied as a total mystery. The author of this booklet 
elucidates this fundamental truth revealed to us 
in the New Testament and makes it live. He is 
crystal clear in his utterances and anyone, whether 
a trained theologian or Christian layman, will be 
helped by reading this book. It is a contribution 
to experimental Christianity. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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Edited By Rev. 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For July 


CONFLICTING LOYALTIES 
Introduction For Month 


The desire for liberty is deep rooted in us all, 
and when we talk about being free to do just as 
we please all of us like it for it is appealing and 
thrilling. And when we talk of limiting our liberty 
and of things that we can not do we don’t like it 
for it takes all the kick out of life and seems to 
bind us down to a dull routine of life. 


Much that is good in life has come from the ex- 
pression of this desire to be free. Men and nations 


have accomplished great things when the words of 


Patrick Henry have been their rallying cry: “Give 
me liberty or give me death.” Yet often we get 
both, for we find that often when we are free to 
do what we please we destroy ourselves with that 
very freedom. 


The truth of the matter is that a happy, en- 


during life must rest on a twofold foundation: we 
must be free from the tyranny of sin, circum- 
stance, and other people; but we must only be 
free from the things in order to be mastered by 
something, for no matter how free we are we are 
unhappy and useless until we find something to 
which we are completely loyal. 


But as soon as we begin to talk of loyalty we 
realize that we are being bombarded on every side 
by things that demand our loyalties — family, 
friends, school, church, country. And the difficult 
thing is that often these loyalties are conflicting, 
and we are unhappy because we can not find a 
master loyalty. It is to help us find that master 
loyalty that our committee has chosen the em- 
phasis for the month of July, “Conflicting 
Loyalties.”’ Let us look at some of these conflicting 
loyalties and decide which shall be our master 
3 around which all other loyalties take their 
place. 


First Sunday: The Pathway 
To Real Freedom. 


Introduction 
If some one were to come up and ask you to tell 
him what the most profound statement in the 
Bible is what would you say? 


You might tell him what Moses said: Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” 
(Deut. 6:5). 

Or you might tell him what David said: The 
4324) is my shepherd, I shall not want.“ (Psalm 

Again the words of Micah: He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
223 and to walk humbly with thy God.“ (Micah 


Probably you would quote John: For God 80 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
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son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16), 

But there is a verse that comes in the Bible 
from a non-Christian man that points to a deep 
and profound truth that we often forget when we 
are thinking of these great truths of Scripture, 
Let’s read the whole story and then talk about 
those profound words. | 


Scripture Lesson 


(Matthew 8:5-13) 


1. The Request of Faith. V. 5-6. 
2. The Reasonableness of Faith. V. 7-9. 
3. The Reward of Faith. V. 10-13. 


Suggestion 


The profound thought that needs to be devel- 
oped out of these words is this: | 


The people of Galilee had been asking Jesus to 
come to them, or they had been bringing their sick 
to Him. But this centurion asks only that He speak 
the word, and he explains the reason for his faith 
by pointing to his capacity as a captain in the 
Roman Army. Now here is the picture. He told 
Christ that he was a man of authority, and when 
he told a man to do something he had to do it. 
Why? Because the centurion was something in 
himself? No, but the centurion was under the av- 
thority of Rome, and as long as he was obedient to 
the authority of Rome the might of Rome backed 
up his commands and men had to do what he said. 
Now this man recognized that as Christ was King 
even so the Kingdom of God backed Him up. What 
Christ said and did God would back up. And it 
carries on down to us. As long as we are under 
the authority of Christ and are obedient to Him, 
then He backs us up with the authority and power 
to meet the demands of life. But if we are free 
from the authority of Christ we can not claim His 
power to back us up in life. 


This thought that a man under the authority of 
God has all the power of God behind him, even as 
an army officer in obedience has all the authority 
of his government behind him, is a profound 
thought when applied to our lives. And the reverse 
is true, a man rebellious against the authority of 
God has all the power of God against him, even as 
an army man who rebels against authority has all 
the power of his government against him. 


So as Christians we believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and we are free from all sin and from all 
rules and regulations that would bind our lives 
and ruin our freedom. But we never really enter 
into the fullness of this life unless we yield our- 
selves fully to Him who bought us with His own 
blood and declare with Paul that we are slaves of 
Jesus Christ. Paul put it this way in Corinthians: 
“All things are yours, and ye are Christ’s.” (I Cor. 
3:21-23). All things are yours—we are free to 
have anything we want. And ye are Christ’s— 
we are possessed and mastered by Him who won 
our hearts by His great love and redeeming power. 
No man has all things until He has Christ, and 
the things will turn to ashes if he seeks to have, 
hold and enjoy them. But they will serve him and 
22 him if he uses them as he is mastered by 

ist. 
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Program 


Let the leader introduce the program with the 


introduction for the month. The leader might ask 
the group to suggest some profound texts, and 
then let some one read the Scripture Lesson. Let 
the group make suggestions as to which part of 
the lesson suggests the profound thought. Then 
have some one make a talk of yielding to the au- 
thority of God, following the general line of 
thought expressed in the Suggestion. Illustrate by 


Bible characters: Samson had religious liberty, but 


he had no religious loyalty and did as he pleased, 
and came to an evil end. (Judges 13-16). Moses 
had religious liberty and he added religious loyalty 
and endured unto the end. (Hebrews 11:23-27). 


Good hymns to use with such a program are: 
“Trust And Obey,” “I Am Thine O Lord,” I've 
Found A Friend,” and I'll Go Where You Want 
Me To Go.” : 


Here is a prayer poem that you could use in 


closing: 7 


Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conq’ror be. 


Second Sunday: In Quest Of The Best. 
| Introduction 


My prep school English teacher used to tell me 
that my attitude toward an education at school 
was just about as silly as the attitude of a man 
who would come in the front door of a store, lay 
$50.00 on the counter for a good suit of clothes, 
and run out the back door with a $2.00 pair of 


overalls while the clerk’s back was turned. I won- 


der if that is not somewhat like the attitude of us 
all toward life? Modern science and industry, 
modern education and organized religion have 
made it possible for us to have the best in life, a 
life that is far better than kings enjoyed a gener- 


ation ago. And yet many of our people are miser- 


able in life and most of us live at second best. 


Our government has been mighty nice to us as 
regards our health, for it has passed pure food 
laws and all our foodstuffs must pass the test and 
be correctly labeled. Our educational leaders have 
figured out just what we have to know to get 
along in the world, and we have our schools set up 


to give us some semblance of an education whether 


we want it or not. Automobiles are pretty nice 
contraptions but in the hands of a nit-wit they can 
make our highways mighty dangerous, so the au- 
thorities have drawn up traffic regulations that 


keep us from getting hurt. All the world has 


learned through the centuries that certain sins do 
not pay, so they have laws against murder, steal- 
ing and such like. So most folks manage to live a 


pretty fair life by just keeping out of trouble and 


never having to think. 


But when it comes to the things that really make 
for happiness and usefulness, that make for the 
best in life, there are no laws in force, and, as a 
matter of fact, there are many things that hide 
even those which are known. Every day we are 
Invited by our advertisements, we are enticed by 
our amusements, we are urged from our radios, 
we are lured by our friends, to follow a way of 
life that is less than the best that God intends for 
us to lead. It is too bad that the government can’t 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


pass some pure living laws and save us the trouble 
of thinking, but it has not, so we must learn for 
ourselves. 


In our first program we developed the idea that 
we must be mastered by Christ if we are to really 
live, and if we are really mastered by Christ we 
will live at our best and at the best that God in- 
tends for us. But it takes more than just deciding 
that we are going to be mastered by Christ to do 
it. 12 has told us how. Look at His instruction 
card. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Where we can find the best in life: 2:9-13. 
2. Why many can’t find the best: 2:14-16. 
3. Why many of us miss the best: 3:1-3. 


Suggestions 


God has given us food as a means for nourish- 
ing our bodies. Flowers are pretty, we enjoy look- 
ing at them, but we don’t eat them in an effort to 
get a healthy body. Even so many of the experi- 
ences of life are very interesting and helpful, but 
it is the Word of God alone that will nourish our 
spiritual lives and enable us to get the most out of 
life. God’s method is to pass on to us spiritual 
truth with the spiritual words of the Bible. This 
means that we must always keep the whole Bible 
uppermost in our study and thinking if we are 
going to get the best out of life. Too many people 
today are trying to think about the interesting 
situations of life and the many areas in which we 
must make decisions, and then they decide what is 
best for us, illustrating what they say by some 
Bible verses here and there. The best comes only 
as God makes real to us and in us His spiritual 
truths by spiritual words, those words which come 
alone from the Bible. 


The leader, or some appointed person, could de- 
velop this point of the necessity of real Bible study 
for getting the best out of life, and then the rest 
of the program could be a presentation of how to 
study the Bible to get the most out of it. Too 
many people just read a chapter here and there 
for the sake of conscience and never really study 
the Bible. Needless to say this method makes the 
Bible a bore and of little help. The best book on 
this is “Profitable Bible Study,” by Wilbur Smith. 
The chapters in this book, “Seven Great Things 
That Bible Study Will Do For Us,” “Eight Methods 
Of Studying The Bible,“ and “The Bible Reading 
Habits Of Four Well Known Americans,” will 
make many a profitable program. Another very 
helpful treatment is Chapter 3 of “Living,” by 
Norman B. Harrison. Both these books can be se- 
cured at Moody Bible Institute Book Store, 843 
North Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. There is no short 
cut to real Christian living at its best. Day by 
day, systematic, yielded, obedient Bible study is 
the only pathway. Any program that forgets the 
Bible and only brings in its truth incidently will 
not warm the heart nor move the will to deeper 
living. 


Good hymns to use are such as: Wonderful 
Words Of Life,” “Standing On The Promises,“ 
„How Firm A Foundation,” Break Thou The 
Bread Of Life To Me,” and “The Spirit Breathes 
Upon The Word.” 
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Perhaps a good poem to be used in closing, or 
in the middle of the program, would be Faith,“ 
by Maud Frazer Jackson. 


What if I say— 7 
“The Bible is God's Holy Word, 
Complete, inspired, without a flaw,“ 
But let its pages stay 

Unread from day to day, 

And fail to learn therefrom God’s law; 
What if I go not there to seek 

The truth of which I glibly speak, 

For guidance on this earthly way— 
Does it matter what I say? 


Third Sunday: You Can't Go 
Two Ways At Once. 


Introduction 


I remember once when I was playing Going To 
London,” the other side was acting out their 
choice and we never could guess what it was. 
Finally we gave up and they told us that they 
were “getting away closer.“ It sort of sounds like 
a dream I heard a young fellow read at a confer- 
ence once, at a certain point his hero jumped on 
his horse and rode away in all directions at once. 

These sound silly, but they express exactly what 
Christ said was wrong with us. We have seen that 
to really be free we must be mastered by Christ. 
Once mastered by Christ we can only find the best 
in life if we really feed on the Word of God. But 
many of us go through all the motions of studying 
the Bible and applying it to our lives, but nothing 
seems to happen. Why? Jesus Christ says that it is 
because we are divided in our loyalties and allegi- 
ance. We are trying to do too many things at once, 


we are trying to be too many persons. Let's look 


at Matthew, Chapter VI, and see if that is not a 
mighty good X-ray to show us what is wrong. 


Scripture Lesson 


(Matthew VI) 


1. We are too often divided in motive in our 
religious life. 


a. We give alms to God, but we also wish to be 
seen of men: 6:1-4. 


b. We pray to God, but we also want to be over- 
heard by men: 6:5-15. 


c. We serve God, but we hope people will think 
us very pious: 6:16-18. 


2. We are too often divided in our desire about 


material things. 


a. We wish to lay up spiritual] treasure, but we 
worried about material possessions: 


b. We wish to be loyal to God, but we also want 
to be popular with men: 6:24. 


c. We are concerned about the Kingdom of God, 
but we also are concerned about food, clothing, 
and pleasure: 6:25-34. 


Suggestions 


This point, often neglected by the church in the 
past, is very important. A program could be built 
in any one of several ways. You might have the 
Scripture Lesson presented, and then let the group 


frankly discuss the ways their loyalties and 
energies are divided. You might work up a few 
talks, with actual case illustrations, using such a 
book for your material as “The Psychology Of 
Christian Personality,” by Ligon. Another good 
way would be to present the point and illustrate 
it from Biblical characters, such as Lot and Abra- 
ham, Esau and Jacob. Or you might want to ask a 
Christian doctor in your church to come down and 


make you a talk on what happens to folks with 


split-personalities and divided loyalties. 


Program Materials 


Any good consecration hymns will help develop 


the theme. For instance: “I Am Thine O Lord,” 
“Have Thine Own Way,” “I'll Live For Him,“ 
2 os Calls Us,” and “Take My Life And Let 
t Be.” | 


Fourth Sunday: We Must Obey 
God Rather Than Man. 


Introduction 


Sunday School is a wonderful thing and has 
been abundantly blessed of God, and our parents 


have been right in insisting that we young folks 


attend Sunday School; but I wonder if that very 
fact has not led us to unconsciously miss the great, 
fundamental fact of our world. Our parents insist 
that we go to Sunday School, they tell us that it 
is the thing to do, and so we come to feel that it 
is the natural thing that we ought to do; but we 
forget that the world is set against Christ, the 
world does not want Christ, and the world will not 
insist that we take our stand for Christ but will 
rather make it very difficult to really stand for 
Christ. In our homes everything is in favor of 
Christ and the Church; but when we get out in 
the world everything is going to be against Christ 
and His Church. 


Too often we think that the normal thing to be 
expected is encouragement in Christian things, but 
as a matter of fact the normal thing we can expect 
is ridicule and difficulty. In the days of the early 
church the apostles did not expect to have it easy, 


they knew it took backbone to stand for Christ in 


the face of opposition. 


Scripture Lesson 


(Acts 5:17-32) 


Peter and the apostles knew that opposition was 
to be expected; therefore they were ready to obey 
God rather than man and stand firm. We too must 
be ready to obey God rather than man, come what 
may, cost what it will, or we shall not grow very 
much or be of much use as Christians. The world 
is at enmity with God, and if we are out and out 
for God we shall be at outs with the world. Our 
loyalties to God and the Christians’ faith will con- 
flict’ with the loyalties demanded by the world 
about us, and if we are to be Christian we must 
obey God rather than man. Let us look at some of 
the differences between what the Christian is and 
stands for and what the world is and does. 


Suggestions 
Let different members of the group read the 
following passages and explain the conflicting 
loyalties, the contrary principles in each: 


1. The world is for attainment of character by 
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personal effort ... God is for our receiving the 
atonement of Christ. Titus 3:4-7. 


2. The world is for all of us being conformed to 


its ideals and practices ... God is for our being 
transformed into the likeness of Christ. Romans 


3. The world is for all of us expressing ourselves 
and getting what we want ... God is for our sur- 
rendering self completely to Christ. Galatians 2:20. 


4, The world is for accepting the mind of man 
and what it can find out ... God is for our accept- 
ing the mind of Christ in the Bible. I. Cor. 2:14-16. 


5. The world is for finding a career that person- 
ally satisfies ... God 
service in His Church. Matt. 28:18-20. 3 


6. The world is all for following the lusts of the 
flesh ... is for our manifesting His love to 
the ends of the earth. I. John 2:15-17. | 


Read these passages and let the group take time 
on each one to discuss what they must do and what 
they must not do if they are going to be loyal to 
Christ instead of to the world. 


Fifth Sunday: Loyalty At Its Best. 
Introduction 


The Old Testament is a wonderful library of 
literature. We can find any type of literature we 
want there — poetry, history, drama, adventure, 
love. And it is very profitable to read the Old 
Testament merely for enjoyment, but we never 
really begin to enjoy fully the Old Testament until 
we realize that the Old Testament is a preparation 
for the coming of Christ into the world and that 
the things that happened to the Old Testament 
people are illustrations of spiritual truth that you 
and I need to learn. When we can find Christ in 
the pages of the Old Testament and when we find 
insight into our own spiritual problems in the lives 
of its people we then are using the Book as God 
intends and it is no longer dry as dust. 


This month we have been talking about con- 


flicting loyalties. We saw the first Sunday that we 


can never have real freedom until we are loyal 
and devoted to something bigger than ourselves. 
On the second Sunday we saw that to get the best 
out of life we must be loyal and devoted to Christ 
in such a practical way that we use correctly the 
Word of God in order to find the best in life. On 
the third Sunday we saw that we can not go two 
ways at once, but we must decide for God and 
hrist and cease trying to serve God and man. 
Last Sunday we saw that we are in a world that 
seeks to draw us away from Christ, a world of 
conflicting loyalties, and we must obey God rather 
than man if we are to build for eternity. And now 
this Sunday we want to look into the Old Testa- 
ment and find a good illustration of this kind of 
loyalty, loyalty at its best. 


Scripture. Lesson 


(The Book of Ruth) 


1. Chapter 1: Ruth Deciding. — 
2. Chapter 2: Ruth Serving. 
3. Chapter 3: Ruth Resting. 
4. Chapter 4: Ruth Rewarded. 
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Sugestions 


The story of Ruth is a beautiful love story that 
is full of loyalty from start to finish. In the un- 
folding of the story of Ruth we see her loyalty to 


her family, loyalty to her God, loyalty to proper 


conventions of courtship, loyalty to the customs of 
the time, and loyalty to her husband. But perhaps 
the greatest value of the book is the fact that it 
illustrates to us what our loyalty to Christ should 


Let the leader introduce the program by re- 
viewing the emphasis so far for the month and by 
pointing out the truth that in the Old Testament 
we can find many illustrations of just such loyalty. 
This can be followed by one of the group telling 
the story of Ruth in full. Then let one or several 
show how the book as outlined above illustrates 
our loyalty to Jesus Christ. We must first of all 
decide for Him, and when we have decided to 
walk with Him wherever He says to go then we 
must serve Him wherever He leads us. Our hearts 
are restless and they will continue to be until we 
find our rest in Christ—the rest that comes to the 
mind and heart when we know that all is well with 
our souls and we are yoked up with Christ in all 
that we do. And as we remain loyal until the end 
the day will come when Christ will return for His 
own and we shall be rewarded, for we serve a liv- 
ing Christ and know that no labor of ours is in 
vain in the Lord. Your leader could also look up 
the story of one or two men in the history of the 
church and missions and show how they were loyal. 
Then you could elose the program by having some 
one, or the whole. group in unison, read Ruth 


1:16-17 as the decision of the group. 


Such hymns could be worked in as: “I Would 
Be True,” “I’ll Go Where You Want Me To Go,” 
0 Happy Day,” “I Surrender All,” “Anywhere 
With Jesus,” “Loyalty To Christ,” “True Hearted 
Whole Hearted,” and “Onward Christian Soldiers.“ 


If you want a poem to use in the program or as 
a climax to sum up the month, “Loyalties,” by 
Walter A. Cutter, is a good one. | 


Let us keep splendid loyalties, 


For we are falling prey to lesser things. 


— use are breath and strength if we no longer 
The thrill of battle for some holy cause 

Or hear high morning bugles calling us away? 

Let brave hearts dare to break the truce with 


Ere we have lost our ancient heritage. 
Are we to gain the world and lose our souls, 
Souls which can keep faith until death 


And die, triumphant, in some crimson dawn? 


N ay, we must keep faith with the unnumbered 
rave 

Who pushed aside horizons, that we might reach 

The better things: We cannot rest until 

We have put courage once more on her throne; 

For honor clamors. for her heritage, 

And right still claims a kingdom of its own. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


An Important 
Announcement 


As announced in the church papers recently the 
Montreat Program Committee has acceded to the 
request of O.D.T. and has cancelled plans for the 
large public conferences at Montreat this summer. 
This means that the Woman’s Auxiliary Training 
School as planned and announced for July 10-17 
will not be held. The Committee on Woman’s 
Work is confident that the women of the Church 
will understand the need for change and co- 
operate in every way possible to conserve the 
good values that are available even close at home. 
Further action of the Montreat Program Com- 
mittee provides for the holding of meetings of 
“such working groups at Montreat as are neces- 
sary for the carrying on of their work, these to 
be within the limits of fifty each in attendance, 
and not to be open for the general public.” This 
means for the women of our Church that there 
will be a meeting of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Woman’s Work and Woman’s Advisory Committee 
and certain other selected leaders. 


Although it will not be possible for many who 
have already planned to attend the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary Training School at Montreat to have that 
privilege this year, yet it is the confident hope of 
the Committee on Woman’s Work that the women 
of our Church will have such a sense of the fellow- 
ship of responsibility that they will carry on in 
their appointed places of service, and through the 
powerful fellowship of prayer realize afresh that: 


“Though sundered far, by faith we meet 
Around one common mercy seat.“ 


The Summons To A Great 


Advance In Evangelism 


Excerpts from message given by Dr. John R. 
Mott to Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America. 


For each of us, the most important thing is to 
make Christ known, trusted, loved, obeyed, ex- 
emplified in the whole range of human life and 
relationships. 1,350,000,000 people belong to the 
non-Christian or no-religion people, presenting a 
great need and a great challenge. The number of 
adherents to Christ has not kept, nor is it keeping, 
pace with the increase in population. Times of un- 
precedented seed-sowing, watered with tears and 
blood, is the chance for Evangelism. Larger evan- 
gelistic campaigns are demanded because we have 
so many millions more of people living than before 
to bring under the power of Christ. He has re- 
quired human personality as an instrument. 


The Christian Church is on the threshold of its 
greatest ingathering. What Price Must Be Paid? 
Centrality of Christ must be maintained. Jesus 
Christ and He alone can make this world a safe 
place and flood it with good-will by His guiding 
principles, transforming teachings, irrefutable 


commands, by His Cross—bursting the bonds of 


the tomb with His resurrection power. He does it 
by His body which is the Church. We must busy 
ourselves until death, by most highly multiplying 
processes: 


1. Exposing people to Christ. “Unveiling the 
face of Christ.” Evangelism. He makes the in. 
pression. | 


2. Leading people to make appropriate study of 
the Bible—gives Christ His opportunity; fostering 
an appropriation of the Bible. 


3. Practicing, unselfish, intercessory prayer. 
Prayer is something that can be verified only by 
praying. God is eager to communicate Himself. 
Jesus Christ prayed. 


4. Fostering habits of multiplying our number— 
men and women that have the same passion. 


5. Sharing with one another in “cells” or 
small groups. 


There is need for much more time in secret with 
God—streams that turn the greatest machines in 
the world rise in solitary places. 


Strategic times are now! Prepare! Have a clear 
sense of direction, an overpowering sense of mis- 
sion and a sense of companionship. 


Cultivate the habit of attentiveness unto God. 
“In the silence Thou art speaking, Oh my God.” 


All live and always live under the sense of im- 
mediacy. “Sin worketh; let me work too.” “I must 
do my work while it is day, for the night cometh 
when no man can work.“ 


— 


What $5.00 Will Buy 


The American Bible Society through its work of 
Bible translation and distribution continues to 
open the Bible throughout the world, carrying the 
Gospel to people in every nation, and literalh 
spreading the Good News around the world. A gift 
of $5.00 will: 


1. Purchase from 10 to 15 English Bibles for 
Indian children in government schools. 


2. Meet the cost of a copy of the four Gospels 
in Braille for the blind. | 


3. Allow a grant of 33 New Testaments to 4 
chaplain for as many prisoners in a penitentiary. 


4. Pay for 100 Testaments supplied to men in 
C. C. C. Camps through the chaplains. 


5. Pay for four large-type Testaments and 
Psalms for people whose eyesight is failing. 


6. Provide from 100 to 500 Gospels in Armenian, 
Chinese, French, German, Greek, Japanese, Eu. 
manian, Russian, Polish, Portugese, Spanish, an 
twenty other languages for distribution in the 
United States. | 


7. Pay the salary of a colporteur in Japan for 
three days during which he will sell more than 
300 Gospels to nearly as many different people. 


8. Send four complete Bibles to the Gilbert 
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Islanders on the equator in the mid-Pacific. 


9, Five $5.00 bills will keep a colporteur at 
work for a week among the Mexican population of 
our Southwest. | 


10. Seven such bills will provide 100 French 


‘Testaments for distribution among French soldiers 


and refugees. 


11. Eight such bills will put 100 Testaments in 
one of the numberless African languages into the 
hands of a missionary for resale at prices natives 


can pay. | 


12. One hundred such gifts ($5.00 bills) will 
pay the cost of making the plates for a diglot 
Gospel in the language of one of the great Indian 
tribes of Latin America. 


The Bible is indeed the “Open Book,” and it 
has now become literally the “Talking Book,“ 
since it has been recorded on 169 phonographic 
records, each of which plays for half an hour. 
These. records make it possible for the blind to 
hear the complete Bible in eighty-four and one- 
half hours. It is the longest “talking book” yet 
issued, and has been made possible by the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind, with financial as- 
sistance from the Library of Congress, the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and the New York Bible So- 
ciety. It is planned to make the recordings avail- 
able to blind persons at a minimum cost. Gifts to 
the American Bible Society Open the Book” to 
people around the world. | 


Wings For The Soul 
“And God is able to make all grace abound to- 
ward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in 


all things, may abound to every good work.” 
II. Cor. 9:8. 


““T am able,’ saith the Master, 
‘To forgive your every sin. 
If you only trust Me fully 
You can be made pure within.’ 


„am able,’ saith the Master, 
‘To deliver from all fears; 
Lift thy many cares and burdens, 
Dry all softly falling tears.’ 


J am able,’ saith the Master, 
‘To remove each faulty stain, 
And to make you more than victor 
Over things that cause Me pain.’ 


„Jam able,’ saith the Master, 
‘To become your constant shield; 
To uphold, defend, and cherish, 
If to Me, your life you’ll yield.’ 


„Speak to Him, thou, for He hears, 
And spirit with spirit shall meet; 
Nearer is He than breathing, 
Closer than hands and feet.“ 


The Good Man Argument 
| Not Enough 
By Fred. Z. Browne, D. D. 


When reading the reply to a recent criticism of 
the operation of the Commission on the Minister 
and His Work in the various presbyteries, in one 
of the church papers, my mind turned to the loyal 
and good service of Daniel under the despotic 
system of government prevailing in Babylon. 


It is true that many good and sincere men have 
been drawn into the working of this plan, and 
that some good has been accomplished by it— 
along with much that is not so good. Constructive 
criticism should be directed at the plan, and not 
at the individual. Despite the sincerity and vir- 
tues of individuals involved, the plan is revolu- 
tionary and dangerous. The best proof of this will 


be found in an examination of the authorization 


of the plan, found in the Book of Church Order, 
Paragraph 76a (3): “By advising with churches 
regarding Pastoral Calls. The Commission shall 
meet and consult with every Committee appointed 
by a Church to recommend the calling of a Pastor. 
It shall advise the Committee regarding the merits 
or suitability of any man whose name it expects 
to put before the congregation, and shall have 
the privilege of nominating suitable men to the 
Committee. The Presbytery shall permit a call to 
be placed in the hands of a minister only when 
the Committee of the local Church has thus con- 
sulted the Commission of the Presbytery be- 
fore the name is presented to the congrega- 


tion” ... “Every call must be placed in the hands 


of the Commission and presented by it to the 
Presbytery, with recommendation for final action.” 

Remember, when reading this, that under our 
church law a Commission is clothed with the 
power of Presbytery. See Chapter 18, Paragraph 
92, Book of Church Order. When this is under- 
stood, it is hard to see how anyone can contend 
that the right of a congregation to call a pastor 
is not seriously curtailed and even taken away by 
this legislation. 


The ecclesiastical lawyers who wrote this Para- 
graph (76a) are fully as clever in stopping every 
possible inlet and outlet as those who confronted 
our Lord with the question: “Is it lawful to give 
tribute to Caesar, or not?” | 


Let Paragraph 76a be amended so as to read: 
“The Commissions appointed in each Presbytery 
shall meet and consult with the Pulpit Committees 
of the vacant Churches in an advisory capacity, 
bag they are called upon by the Churches to 

o so. 


Let us have done, once and for all, with decrees 


of the following type: “The Commissions shall 


meet and consult with every Committee appointed 
by a Church to recommend the calling of a 
Pastor” ... “The Presbytery shall permit a call to 
be placed in the hands of a minister only when 
the Committee of the local Church has thus con- 
sulted the Commission of the Presbytery before 
the name is presented to the congregation.” 


Said a King of France to Palissy the Potter, a 
staunch Huguenot: “If you will not abjure your 


Protestant faith, I shal] be compelled to leave you 
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in prison.” “Compelled, Sire, replied Palissy, 
“that is not spoken like a king.” 


When our churches submit to the “shall meet“ 
and “shall permit” of Paragraph 76a, the kingly 
voice of congregational sovereignty in the calling 
of a pastor will no longer be heard. 


Let it never be forgotten that the paramount 


duty of the presbyteries under our system is not 
to usurp from the congregations the right of seek- 
ing through their committees and calling their 
pastors, but to faithfully examine the pastors-elect 
in the open meetings of the presbyteries as to 
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whether they are true to the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. 


With each functioning properly in its own 
sphere of authority, congregation and Presbytery 
will move as smoothly and harmoniously as the 
stars in their courses. When fundamental Presby. 
terianism is forsaken, as in the ecclesiastical legis. 
lation under discussion, the bonds of Orion,“ 30 
to speak, are soon entangled with “the sweet in- 
fluences of the Pleiades.“ * 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, ae 
Tex. Residence address: 319 South Plum Street. 


The 1943 Plan Of ien 


COMMENTS & CRITICISMS 
By R. B. Woodworth, D. Sc. 


1. The New School Schism of 1838 gave rise to 
a thorough examination of the fundamentals of 
Scriptural Presbyterianism, particularly by the 
theologians of the Southern Church. The Southern 
Church in 1861 declared its intention to bring out 
the energies of the Presbyterian form of govern- 
ment as it had never yet been adequately done, 
and has made great strides in the development of 
a free, democratic, non-prelatic, Scriptural organ- 
ization of its ministers, congregations, courts and 
agencies, while the Northern Church functions 
just about as it did at the time of the Schism. The 
plan of union discards all that the Southern 
Church has learned as to the spirituality of the 
Church and its institutions. 


2. The plan was undoubtedly worked out by 
high priests of Presbyterian Prelacy and strong- 
armed methods against non-conformists, regardless 
of the protestations of the Southern members of 
the drafting committee that they had some small 
part therein. The plan still contains that view of 
church power that condones and sanctions the un- 
Christian attitude taken towards the founders of 
the Independant Board of Foreign Missions, and 
the Orthodox and Bible Presbyterian Churches. 


3. That attitude is that church power flows from 
the General Assembly down to the lower courts, 


and through them to the individual members, so 


that the Assembly has the right, like the San- 
hedrim of our Lord’s day, to regulate the manners, 
and particularly the benevolences of the individual 
Christian; a position, while it may be true as to 
the Established Church of Scotland which had a 
General Assembly before it had presbyteries and 
synods, is certainly not true as regards American 
Presbyterianism. Here the presbytery grew out of 
the voluntary association of ruling and teaching 
elders representing the congregations of believers, 
the synods by the voluntary association of pres- 
byteries, and the General Assembly out of the vol- 
untary association of the synods. The Northern 
Church thus holds that power is delegated down- 
ward, and that view dominates the plan of union. 
The Southern Church holds that power resides in 
the body of believers and is delegated upwards. 


It is not without significance that the drafting 
committee very much abbreviated Chapter II of 


the Southern Book of Church Order and jumbled 
III, IV and other chapters, putting theory and 
practice together, and thus obscuring the force of 
the fundamental ideas. The presumption is that 
the drafting committee thought that Chapter 
and the footnote on Page 82 were sufficient. It 
would have been better to have rewritten the mat- 
ter as was done in the U. S. Book. As it is, the 
Form of Government part is patchwork, new cloth 
on an old garment. 


4. This idea as to the source of church power 
undoubtedly lies back of the notion that somehow 
or other the property in a particular congregation 
does not belong to it but to the denomination as a 
whole. If the congregation secedes it loses its prop- 
erty. True the Concurrent Declaration says that if 
the merger goes through, the General Assembly 
will not intervene but will allow the Southern 
courts to deal with non-conforming congregations 
as to property according to their own rules and 
wisdom; but the point here is that the new Form 
of Government is for the future of the re-united 
Church. Christians associate themselves volun- 
tarily into a church organization affiliated with a 
particular presbytery. If they are dissatisfied with 
that presbytery, they can, under certain condi- 
tions, be transferred to another without loss or 
damage. If there is no other presbytery near, why 
should not the principle of voluntary association 
allow a dissatisfied congregation to withdraw with- 
out loss of property? Why should the Church which 
is supposed to represent the spirit of the Christ 
act the dog in the manger for the sake of dollars? 


5. The argument that many Churches started as 
home mission enterprises supported a while by the 
Church at large is not worth much. Most of them 
have long since paid large dividends on the invest- 
ment in both money and men. Allegiance to an 
organization which has become disliked is not t0 
be regained by a threat of property loss; the 
power of the purse is not the power of the keys. 


All of which means that the plan of union is 
written from the standpoint of an ideology the 
Southern Church has repudiated, and contains ele- 
ments of friction and strife if enforced against 4 
minority. To have a real union the Northern 
Church should recede from its high-church views. 
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It should be at least as tolerant in the matter of 
administration as in the matter of doctrine. 


6. The plan of union calls for the incorporation 
of Churches. Years ago the U. S. Church enacted 
some recommendations for that end. But the idea 
did not work, because in Virginia, West Virginia, 
and doubtless other Southern States, the incor- 
poration of Churches as such is forbidden by law. 
Trustees may be incorporated by law to hold 
property for religious organizations, but not the 
organizations. The State has power over corpora- 
tions. To incorporate Churches puts them theo- 


retically under State control. When the Scott 
Scholarship Fund came to the Presbytery of Win- 


chester about 1900, it had to get an act of the 
Virginia Legislature before it could hold it. This 
difference between Northern and Southern legis- 
lative customs has been neglected in the proposed 
Form of Government. 


7. Ordination by the plan is a ministerial func- 
tion in which the ruling elder has no part, even in 
the ordination of ruling elders and deacons. The 
plan therefore demotes the ruling elder, because 
the laying on of hands, as Thornwell pointed out 


100 years ago, becomes the act of ministers only 


and not the act of the presbytery. The plan thus 
denies that the Session is a local presbytery; it 
also denies the full parity of the teaching and 
ruling eldership in the matter of government. It 
further demotes the office in that the plan permits 
the ordination of women as elders and deacons, 
contrary to the plain specifications laid down by 
the Apostle Paul and consistently followed by the 
Southern Church. If women can be ordained ruling 
elders, they can by the same logic be ordained 
teaching elders. 


8. If the acts of a Session do not please the 
Presbytery it can by Page 90 abolish the Session 
chosen by the congregation and govern the local 
Church by a provisional session of its own ap- 
pointment, no member of which need be a mem- 
ber of the congregation governed. This device has 
been very useful to the Northern Church in the 
recent secessions but is abhorrent to the ideals 


and practice of the Southern Church. The U. P. 


Church uses the method in the case of a dis- 
organized Church. The same prelatic power can be 
used to dissolve a recalcitrant congregation and 
take its property. 


9. The plan demotes the deacon. It takes away 
from him the management of the finances of the 
Church, and places that in the hands of the trus- 
tees, who in the Southern Church merely hold the 
naked title to the Churches’ real estate. Under 
the plan the deacon goes back to where he was in 
1788; and indeed the U.S.A. Book of Church Order 
in Chapter VI, Of Deacons, merely repeats the 
1788 Book. When its six lines are compared with 
the three pages of the U. S. Book, it can easily be 
seen how little progress the U.S.A. Church has 
made in 156 years towards a Scriptural Presby- 


terianism. The deacon manages the poor fund, and 


takes up the collections, and acts as usher, may 
even promote benevolences, but not administer 
them. Administration of funds is placed in the 
hands of the trustees who are not ordained; and 
under the present U.S.A. Book one-third of them 


need not be members of the Church. The U. S. 
practice is that holy funds must be administered 
by ordained men, under the control of the Session, 
but not even remotely under the contro] of the 
State. As the care of the poor has largely passed 
to the State, the U.S.A. deacon as such is mostly 
a bump on a log. 3 


10. The plan further demotes the Session, in 
that it puts the trustees of a particular Church 
under the jurisdiction of the Presbytery as well as 
of the Session, and requires regular reports. The 
Session may be the trustees or the deacons, but if 
a member, not an officer, is elected a trustee, per- 
mission of the presbytery must be secured. These 
rules and regulations deny to the Session full con- 
trol over the congregation and all its activities as 
guaranteed by Chapter 11, and vests in the pres- 
bytery a right of review and control which might 
entirely nullify the wishes of the particular con- 
gregation. The section (Page 140) is not clear; 
neither is it in the present U.S.A. Book of Church 
Order. It would appear that its insertion in the 
plan of union has grown out of the secessions, and 
particularly out of the organization of the Inde- 
pendant Board of Foreign Missions. 


11. The provision that regional synods shall con- 


form to State lines will disrupt the Presbyteries 


of Potomac, Winchester, and Lexington, and the 
whole Synod of Appalachia, and destroy relation- 
ships that have existed for 200 years. The sensible 
thing to do will be to respect existing presbyterial 
boundaries, also to recognize that West Virginia 
is, geographically and historically, a three-sectioned 


State. 


12. The Commission on the Minister and His 
Work is changed to a Committee; which makes its 
actions subject to review and reversal by the pres- 
bytery. This provision makes it clear that the 
drafting committee, including the Southern mem- 
bers, did not understand or appreciate the dis- 
tinctive features of administration as practiced by 
the Southern Church. 


If the two Churches are to unite, let it be on a 
basis which will recognize the progress made by 
the Southern Church towards a more Scriptural 
and democratic Presbyterianism. That is what the 
Established Church of Scotland had to do when it 
merged with the United Free Church. There is no 
good reason under Heaven why the Churches 
should merge on what is substantially the 1788 
Book of Church Order, and discards all the pro- 
gress made since. ? 


*Ruling Elder in the Burlington (W. Va.) Pres- 


“Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. De- 
light thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way 
unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass.” Psa. 37:3-5. 


Wn 
ry 

he 

S- 

80 

n- 

08, 

d 

of 

at 
It 

é—— .,⁴ꝑ 

h 

er 

W 

a 

p- 

if 

ly 

8 

id 

a 

i. 

y 

h 
st 

| 
8 
e 

n 

— — nun. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


June 1945 


‘For What Did Jesus Pray 
In The Garden Of Gethsemane?” 


By Rev. J. David Simpson” | 


„O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me: Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.“ Matt. 26:39. 


When Jesus came into the Garden of Geth- 
semane and carried with Him Peter, James, and 
John, very near the spot where He prayed three 
times to His Father, My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I 
will, but as thou wilt,“ what did Jesus actually 
pray for? There is a belief among some groups of 
thinkers that Jesus prayed that He might not die 
before He reached the cross. They affirm that His 
suffering and grief were so great that in Jesus’ 
own words He was “near unto death” in the gar- 
den, to say nothing of His great climaxing death 
upon the cross. Their belief is that Jesus prayed 
that He might not die in the garden, in order that 
He might go on to the death on the cross. The 
question is, did He pray that He might not die in 
the garden before reaching the cross, or did He 
pray that He might not suffer the shameful, curse- 
bearing death upon the cross? 


I think that the view of Christ seeking to be 
spared life in the garden, that He might go on to 
the death on the cross is exceedingly far-fetched 
and without a reasonable foundation to support it. 
It is obvious that this view is sought to throw up 
a defense for Christ (who needs no defense) in 


praying the type of prayer that He did in the. 


Garden of Gethsemane. These interpreters have 
inferred that not to accept the above-stated view 
is to belittle Christ and make out of Him a quitter 
or a shirker from His Divinely-appointed Mission 
to the world. It is my personal belief that not to 
accept this view, is to do the very opposite of be- 
littling Christ, but rather to exalt Him in the 
finer and deeper meaning of His atoning death 
upon the cross. To me the reference of Christ to 
the “Cup” meant the “Cup” of His atoning sacri- 
ficial death upon the cross and all of the attendant 


suffering and agonizing grief going along with it. 


both in the Garden of Gethsemane and upon the 
cross as well. In that particular sense, the suffer- 
ing of His atoning Sacrifice stretched back into 
the garden, really beginning there. So that there 
would be no justification for making the “Cup” a 


feared premature death in the garden and the 


death of Christ on the Cross something else. I do 
not think that the Cup“ referred to a separate 
distinct death that He feared would come to Him 
in the garden, thereby depriving Him of the death 
on the cross. 


The foundation for my view which differs from 


the “garden death view” is that Jesus according to 
the best conservative belief had strangely inter- 
fused into one personality, Divine and human na- 
tures. The human side of Christ’s life, His human 
nature proper, shrank from the awfulness of this 
shameful death and inconceivable suffering for the 
sins of mankind. We might think of the prayer of 
Jesus as a dual prayer and explained in this way: 
The humanity of Christ cried out and said, “My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me,“ 


but the Divinity or Divine nature of Christ quickly 
brushed aside this first petition, by saying, “never. 
theless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” The Di. 
vinity within Christ virtually checked Him in His 
ery of shrinking from the cup of suffering and 
death and called to the attention of His human 
nature what He prayed for could not be. It was 
the Father’s Will by Divine contractual agreement 
between the Son and the Father in the eternal 
councils of the God-head that He the Christ should 
go to the cross. One can see that there is no basis 
for the slightest aspersion or reflection cast upon 
Christ for his human cry of despair and distress in 


‘the Garden of Gethsemane. He was no shirker or 


quitter in the face of the fulfillment of His Divine 
Mission to go to the Cross. 


Another thing must be taken into consideration 
in one’s interpretation of this human cry of Jesus, 
and that is—this suffering, sorrow and death was 
not just the ordinary experience which would come 
to a martyr being tortured for a principle or a 
cause. The suffering and death of Christ was in- 
finitely more than that. The combined weight of 
the penalty for the sins of the world rested upon 
Him. What lay before Him was not just physical 
and mental suffering such as would accompany an 
ordinary individual who was in torture, but it was 
the suffering and veritable agonies which were due 
you and me and the whole of mankind for our sins 
that rested upon Him on the cross, and the added 


- embarrassment of the sinless one bearing our sins. 


Think of the immensity of it! It is no wonder that 

the humanity within Him cried out: “O my Father, 

if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.” But 

His Divine Self was thoroughly agreed upon the 

1 to satisfy Divine justice by taking the 
up. . 


The holder to the “death in the garden view’ 
would say at this point that Jesus never prayed a 
prayer to the Father and failed to have it answer- 
ed. Consequently to them, nothing but the “death 
in the garden view” gives Jesus an answer to His 
petition. They virtually affirm that if you make 
Christ refer in His prayer to His atoning death 
upon the cross, that He never received an answer 
to His Prayer. These interpreters quote this pas 
sage from Hebrews to support their position: “who 
in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong crying a 
tears unto Him that was able to save Him from 
death, and was heard in that He feared.” They 


quote further that the angel came and ministered 


unto Him, which they would say makes a perfect 
proof of their argument, that Jesus both prayed 
for and received a direct answer to His prayer 
that He might not die in the garden before He 
reached the cross. But let us go back and examine 
the Scripture passage quoted above. Does it say 
that God answered His prayer? No! It says that 
„He, the Christ was heard.” The Heavenly Father 
heard His cry, which is far different from saying 
that the Father answered His human petition that 
“the cup might pass from Him.” Yes, and as pro? 
that He, the Heavenly Father did hear Him, He 
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sent the angel to minister unto Him, refresh His 
soul, and give Him courage and strength to go on 
to the cross. The Father did answer the human 
petition indirectly, but not specifically as asked, 
when He sent to Christ aid from Heaven, to 
strengthen Him in His weakness, to encourage, 
comfort and cheer Him as He moved towards the 
death on the cross. Paul had a revelation from the 
Lord that the thorn in the flesh in his case would 
not be removed, but the “Grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ” was sufficient to help him bear this bur- 
den on through to the end. The angel sent to min- 


ister to Christ's needs in the intense despair | 


through which Christ passed in the garden, served 
as a bulwark of strength to help Christ carry 
through to the end on the cross. Even if Christ 
was spared the experience of a death in the gar- 
den through the aid which the Father sent Him, it 
would not in the least show that Christ asked that 
He might be saved from death in the garden that 
He might go on to the cross. This prayer of Jesus 
three times in the garden had reference to that 
certain death which Jesus knew was coming to 
Him on the cross. 


Now another thing, if we accept the view to 
which I hold that the last part of Christ’s prayer 
over-shadowed, if it did not actually nullify the 
first part or human part of His prayer, then most 


assuredly the prayer of Christ was answered di- 


rectly by the Father, namely—that the Father’s 
will was done. The Divine Mission of Christ was 
accomplished. He went on to the cross, really, in 
answer to a Divine. prayer. Everything was pre- 
determined in the contractual agreement between 
the Heavenly Father and His Son, the Christ, back 
in the Eternal Councils of the God-head, before 
anything was made that has been made and cre- 


ated in the world today. The Lamb was slain in 


the A of God before the foundations of the 
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In conclusion, we might say that if you interpret 
the prayer of Christ to mean that He prayed not 
to die in the garden that He might go on to the 
death on the cross, then you make His prayer per- 
fectly absurd, especially the latter part of the 
prayer: Nevertheless, not my will but thine be 
done.“ Surely, the Divine Will, the Will of the 
Father, would not be otherwise than that Christ 
should go to the cross. Then what would be the 
point of Christ saying, Not my will, but thine be 
done,” if He had been referring to a possible death 
coming to Him in the garden? The absurdity of 
the prayer of Christ would be that the Father 
might be thinking of letting His Son die in the 
garden, and break His Divine plan made betweer 
the Father and the Son before the foundations of 
the world were laid. That the Father might be 
thinking of failing to fulfill prophecy about 
Christ’s death which Holy men of old had been 
inspired of God to write about His Son’s death. 
That the Father might be thinking of frustrating 
the plan and method which both Son and Father 
had agreed upon as to how the vicarious, atoning, 
sacrificial death of Christ would take place upon 
the cross. And then the Son is placed in the ri- 
diculous position of begging and imploring the 
Father that He make good His word and not break 
His plan by permitting the Son to go on to the 
death on the cross instead of dying in the garden. 
Think of the absurdity of Christ fearful lest the 
Father might not keep His word. The “garden 
death view” is not tenable for the reasons which 
I have at some length tried to set forth in this 
article. There are many other reasons which could 
be stated likewise to disprove “the garden death 
view” as explanatory of the prayer of Christ in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, but space will not per- 
mit the listing of them. 


*Newton, Miss. 


A New Movement In Christian Education 


By Rev. R. E. Hough, D. D. 


At the moment there is a definite upsurge of 
publie interest in education. At the San Francisco 
Conference, for example, one of the primary sub- 


jects for discussion was education, which indicates 


world-wide interest and concern regarding the 
matter. The leaders of this important conference 
felt that any plan for world peace and security 
must include ample provision for the education of 
the masses if it is to succeed. : 


No discerning person will question the essential 
part education will play in determining the char- 


acter of the world of tomorrow. Education will of 


necessity have a definite and vital role in shaping 
the destiny of the races in the years ahead. But 
issue must be taken with the assumption that sec- 
ular education alone will insure the kind of world 
the vast majority of people desire for themselves 
and for their children. To perform its part in this 
great new world which men are so eagerly antici- 
pating, education must be spiritual as well as 
mental; for no education, however broad and com- 
prehensive, will, or can, produce the men and the 


conditions that will insure the highest happiness 
and security to the peoples of the post-war world. 


Since this is true, there is definite danger con- 
nected with this special emphasis on education 
which must not be overlooked and disregarded. The 
danger is that only secular education will be con- 
sidered essential, and this will inevitably prepare 
the way for education to become totalitarian in 
character and scope, by requiring all education to 
conform to the plans, standards and methods of 
those who have neither time nor patience for gen- 
uine Christian education. The danger we face is 
that our education of the future will be either 
devoid of definite Christian emphasis, or a dis- 
torted type of “religious education,” which often- 
times is worse than none at all. | 


An eminent educator sensed this dangerous 
trend in the educational system when he said: 
“The highest education must include the educa- 
tion of the highest.“ To ignore the spiritual nature 
is to ignore the highest. It is important, also; to 
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remember that the Christian type of teaching is 
not safeguarded by the mere introduction into the 
curriculum of ‘a course in the Bible.“ Often the 
student takes Bible” and is led astray by an un- 
spiritual teacher. 


Conscious of these dangers, and with an earnest 
desire to provide for the youth of our country the 
opportunity for positive Christian education, a 
group of men and women have formed, “The 
Christian University Association of America Inc.“ 
with headquarters in Elkins Park, Philadelphia, 
Pa., for the purpose of establishing a university of 
higher learning which will be basically and per- 
vasively Christian, and at the same time maintain 
a standard of scholarship second to none in the 
educational world—an institution the avowed ob- 
jective of which will be the knowledge of the 
truth and the glory of God in every realm of life 
and thought. As stated in the prospectus: “Under- 
lying and guiding the studies of every department 
will be the principles derived from an unfaltering 
allegiance to the Bible as the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice, as set 
forth in the Reformed or Calvinistie stan- 
dards .. 
versity will be subject to the scrutiny and direc- 
tion of the revelation of God in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments.” 


The university will be under the sponsorship of 
the Christian University Association, whose mem- 
bers are committed to the Scriptural principles 
stated above. Upon application to the Secretary of 
the Association, and upon the contribution of not 
less than five dollars per annum, persons who are 
in agreement with the doctrinal standards and who 
approve the purpose of the Association, may be- 
come voting members of the Association. 


The university will not be denominationally- 
controlled since the comprehensive work of such 
an institution is outside the sphere of any one 


church. Moreover, persons committed to the prin- 


ciples of the university are to be found not in one 
denomination alone but in many. 


The Board of Trustees is elected by the Asso- 
ciation, and consists of thirty-three men and wo- 
men chosen from all sections of North America. 
The Trustees are outstanding and successful bus- 
iness and professional people who are giving of 
their time and energy sacrificially, yet gladly, to 
this enterprise. The interest and support which 
the undertaking is receiving at the hands of the 
public is most gratifying and encouraging. Evi- 
dently there is a growing dissatisfaction with much 
of the so-called Christian education of the present, 
and an earnest desire for the pure and undefiled 
type. 


The Association has acquired magnificent prop- 
erty in Philadelphia, which is known as “The 
Weidner Estate, as the home of the university. 
The grounds and buildings are admirably suited 
for such an institution. The buildings are of the 
best material and construction, being stone and 
marble. The original cost of the property was be- 
tween six and seven million dollars. The fact that 
the Association was able to acquire this property 
is nothing less than providential. 


Every detail of the program of the uni- 


The securing of a first-class faculty, the gather. 
ing of a library and the procuring of the nece 
equipment make it impossible to name a specific 
date for the opening classes; however, the fall of 
1946 is possible. 


The university hopes, under the blessing of God, 
to fill a definite place in the field of the highest 
type of Christian education, and to this end the 


- prayers and the support of God's people every. 


where are earnestly solicited. 


— —— 


Never Man Spake Like This Man! 


And Jesus Said: 


“Repent ye, 
Mark 1:15. 


and believe the _ gospel.” 


“The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.“ Luke 19:10. 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
John 3:16. 


“IT am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” John 14:10. 


“T am the light of the world: he that followeth 
Me shall not walk in darkness.” John 8:12. 


am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. 


“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
John 3:36. 


“This is the work of God, that ye believe on 
Him whom He hath sent.” John 6:29. 


“Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before 
men, him will I confess before my Father which 
is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before 
men, him will I also deny before My Father which 
is in heaven. Matt. 10:32-33. 


“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
Luke 13:3. 7 


“He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.“ Mark 16:6. 


“These are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving ye might have life through His name.” 
John 20:31. 


“Do ye not believe?” John 16:31. 
| Hear Ye Him! 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE SEVENTY WEEKS AND THE 
GREAT TRIBULATION 


By Philip Mauro. Published by Bible Truth De- 


pot, Swengel, Pa. Price $2.00. 


This book of some 273 pages is a revised re- 


print of a cleverly-written work issued twenty 


years earlier, by a Christian lawyer who came 
into prominence a third of a century ago through 
a contribution of his personal experience as a con- 
verted skeptic in the widely-circulated set of pam- 
phlets entitled The Fundamentals.” It is an at- 
tempted explanation of the much-- discussed 
Seventy Sevens of Daniel 9, and is written in posi- 
tive opposition to the “futurist”? school of inter- 


pretation, holding to the view that the Seventy 


Sevens are continuous in their historical succes- 
sion, and that the seventieth seven or week of 
years was fulfilled in the period centering about 
the death of Christ. The author asserts that “‘noth- 
ing new” has been advanced in prophetic confer- 
ences and teachings in the two decades preceding 
his writing of the book, and concludes therefore 
that the views of those prominent in such confer- 
ences must be in error, which to your reviewer is 
a strange method of reasoning, for “The Word of 
God standeth sure.“ | 


The polemical reader should, with justice, com- 
pare this book with the writings of some reputable 
advocate of the “Futurist” school of interpreta- 
tion, in order to obtain a better viewpoint of the 
issues involved. —Stephen B. Williams. 
— — 
CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN CRISES 
By Harry Rimmer, D.D., LL.D. Wm. B. Eerd- 


mans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Price, $1.50. | 
The distinguished author of this volume who has 


written so much on the harmony of the Serip- 


ture and modern science now focuses his thoughts 
upon such questions as “The Church and Organ- 
ized Labor,” National Defense and the Christian 
Conscience“, “The Hope of a Lasting Peace,“ 
“The Church of Christ and the New World Order.” 
Each of these subjects are somewhat controversial 
in nature, but in every instance the author is very 
— in his statements and logical in all his con- 
elusions. 


We were especially impressed with his chapter 
on “The Church of Christ and the New World 
Order.” Here he deals with basic principles that 
must be perennially kept in mind. He believes that 
the only way to change bad conditions is to set 
people free by evangelization and giving them the 
gospel of Jesus Christ which in time will solve 
their basic problems. Every planner and designer 
of the new world of tomorrow should read this 
chapter. It is full of wise counsel. Here are a few 
such statements: “Unless man can master himself, 
the race is doomed and this is the one thing that 
science can not help us to accomplish.” Again the 
author exclaims, “There is no substitute for re- 
generation! The only thing wrong with humanity 


is human nature. A new world order can not be 


built upon a foundation of selfishness and greed 
and sinners can not erect a sinless state. There is 


4 formula that would effect a perfect national 


and international comity, but it would have to be 
universally applied without any exception. That 
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technique is written in John 3:7: ‘Ye must be born 
again.’ There is no problem of human conduct or 
human relations that can not be solved by this 
formula and no new world order will emerge in a 
lasting form if erected upon any other premise.” 


The author warns the church against taking its 
inspiration from the Federal Council of Churches, 
a group which long since renounced any interest 
in evangelism in its ancient form and holds no 
regard for the Christian principle of regeneration. 
He insists that if the organized church follows its 
blind leadership it is doomed, for world politics 
do not constitute our mission or our field. It is 
interesting to note that this prominent minister 
of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. has reached 
the same conclusion that Dr. J. H. Thornwell and 
other Southern Presbyterians reached about eighty 
years ago. Dr. Rimmer raises the burning question, 
„What place does the organized church have in 
world politics?”. He answers his own question with 
these emphatic words, None whatsoever. Let her 
stay out.” Then he adds that attempted political 
control is a dangerous game for the church to 
play. History affords us a classical example along 
this line in the sad experience of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


Dr. Rimmer knows Christianity and he is acutely 
aware of the issues involved in our modern crises. 
The result is a magnificent interpretation of our 
needs and a masterly application of Christianity 


as the one solvent for our modern bankruptcy. 


— John R. Richardson. 
— — — 
THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO OUR DAT 


By George Barclay. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price $1.00. 


One of our leading generals of the present war 
stated that the primary need of a good soldier 
is to have something to hold on to when times are 
hard. The author of this book has sensed the 
same need and believes that all of us must have 
something to hold on to when we meet rough 
weather. He states, “Any religion, any philosophy 
of life that is to be worth while must have some 
answer to give to the question, ‘What have you 
to say when life goes wrong and days are dark?’. 
The Bible comes out well on that test. Again 
and again in various different words the Psalmists 
tell us of their experiences that the Lord is a 
very present help in time of trouble. Again and 
again in the Old Testament we find great souls 
dealing with God or being dealt with by God 
through hard trials and dark doubts.” The author 
believes that the Bible is relevant for life in time 
of war as well as peace and that through it the 
revealing, controlling and commanding God speaks 
to the hearts and minds and consciences of men 
and women today. 


The author is a prominent minister of the Pres- 
byterian Church of England and we are glad to 
say he is primarily a Biblical preacher. He dis- 
cusses modern themes but draws his material from 
the Scripture. It is gratifying to see that he uses 
the Old Testament as well as the New as the 
revelation of God. To his mind this revelation is a 
unit. Any American preacher who will read these 
seven discourses thoughtfully will be greatly en- 
riched. —John R. Richardson. 
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EVANGELISM TODAY 
MESSAGE NOT METHOD 


By Dr. Samuel A. Zwemer. Fleming H. Revell 
Publishing Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Price, $1.50. 


We have a habit of reading a book with pen in 
hand. We do this to mark important passages for 
future reference or to make annotations of ap- 
proval or disapproval. Looking back over this 
book, we find that it has been marked profusely 
and these marks have been with cordial appro- 
bation. We have always been edified by Dr. 
Zwemer’s writings and this one is no exception. 


The purpose of this volume is stated by the 
author in these sentences: The evangel is a mes- 
sage of salvation. It is of God and not of man. 
The message is of far more importance than the 
method or the messenger. In presenting these 
chapters, therefore, we write from that angle. This 
is not a book on the technique of evangelism, 
but on the essential character of its message.“ 


This book deals with such significant subjects as 
“What Is Evangelism?” Paul's Evangelism For 
Our Day,“ The Cross As A Revelation Of Sin,“ 
“The Gospel Of The Resurrection,” Itinerant 
Evangelism, etc. Throughout each chapter the 
emphasis is not on “the how,” but the what.“ 
Dr. Zwemer believes that if we are to have the 
revival we need we must use the old message. He 
feels that this message needs to be clearly defined 
because of the present day confusion of tongues. 
He is of the opinion that too many have lost the 
sense of Christ’s supremacy, of Christ’s sufficiency 
and of the urgency of His message. The author 
believes that the message of the evangel is cor- 
rectly stated in the latest edition of the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica as follows: “Evangelism stands 
for a certain interpretation of Christianity empha- 
sizing the objective atonement of Christ, the neces- 
sity of the new birth or conversion, and salvation 
through faith.” He protests against the current 
misuse of the word “evangelism”? in many circles. 


One of the most vigorous chapters of the book 
is the last one, entitled His Minister As A Flame 
of Fire.“ Dr. Zwemer believes that the true evan- 
gelist needs not only intellectual preparation, but 
also the baptism of fire. This is a flaming chapter 
and those who read it sympathetically will find 
their hearts greatly warmed. This book will help 
any ambassador of the Cross to preach more ef- 
fectively the Christ of the New Testament Who is 
absolutely necessary, instantly accessible, ex- 
clusively sufficient, and perennially satisfying. 

—John R. Richardson. 


— — 
THE VOICE OF THE DEVIL 


By G. Campbell Morgan. Published by Fleming 
H. Revell Company. Price, $1.00. 


Our age is neither God-conscious nor devil con- 
scious. There lies one of its glaring weaknesses. 
We can’t afford to ignore either. To ignore the 
devil is to leave us wide open to his attack with 
our guards down; to ignore God is to spurn the 
one source of power needed to cope with this 
diabolical being victoriously. It is to be assumed 
that for the modern man it is far more ridiculous 
to believe in a devil than in God. Ridiculous as it 
might be to some to hold such a faith, Campbell 


Morgan prefers to remain a fool and believe in 
him. Perhaps the foolishness of such a faith in 3 
man of such great spiritual stature as Morgan 
may help to convince the wise of this world that 
they are fools not to believe in one and take hin 
seriously. At least after reading this little volume 
by Morgan the devil doesn’t seem so ridiculoys. 
The devil isn’t something nebulous or unreal or 
remote from practical life. The author has made 
a real contribution to the religious thinking of our 
age in his effort to restore realism about the 
devil. 


The title already suggests that realism: “The 
Voice of the Devil.” The devil has a voice. What 
could be more real than that? That is one of the 
fundamentally real things about personality. In 


fact it is this thesis of the voice of the devil that 


Morgan is especially concerned about. It is strik- 
ing, if one has not noticed it before, the sugges. 
tive observation of the author that the voice of 
the devil is heard only three times on the pages 
of Holy Writ. He is confronted often but his voice 
is heard on only three occasions. These three in- 
stances constitute the study of the book. By limit- 


ing himself to this, Morgan could blind himself 


to the Scripture alone as the exclusive source of 
our knowledge of the devil. It is there that we 
hear his voice. Those three occasions reveal three 


_ distinct aspects of the devil’s wiles and devices. 
That voice is heard first in Gen. 3:1 where it 


is heard slandering God to man. It is heard the 
second time in Job 1:9 slandering man to God. It 
is heard the third time in the Gospels where he 
faces the God-Man Jesus Christ and attempts 
to frustrate his whole redemptive purpose. One 
can find in these three instances the clue to all 
the devices, conceptions and purposes in the devil’s 
approach to man. The last chapter is a practical 
exhortation on James 4:7 that will help us in 
our personal conflicts with the Evil One. The book, 
though not among Morgan’s greatest, is worth 
a place in any man’s library, layman or clergy. 
It will help us recover a much needed recognition 
of the realness of Satan. Anyone can enjoy the 
book. It is brief, beautiful in its simplicity, keen 
in its analysis, helpful in its practical suggestive 
emphasis. —Lawrence Veltkamp. 


The King In His Beauty 
By Rev. E. A. Ford“ 


Just before dawn, I had a dream. A group of 
artists had gathered, each one endeavoring to 
portray his idea of the supremely beautiful. There 
were lovely faces that shone with rare beauty as 
one gazed on them; there were wonderful displays 
of flowers, some magnificent, others delicate as 


lace; there were splendid landscapes and gorgeous 


sunsets. But among them all, one artist began to 
climb; others tried to stop him, but he persisted, 
and finally, having reached the top, he knelt there, 
gazing rapturously into heaven. Then the words 
came to mind: “Thine eyes shall see the King in 
His beauty.“ 


I did not see the vision that he saw, but I under- 
stood why he made no attempt to portray its 
beauty. | 


*Gretna, La. 
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EXPOSITION OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

By Arthur W. Pink. Bible Truth Depot, Swengel 
(Union County) Pa. Single Vol. $2.50; Set of 
Four Vol. $10.00. 


The Gospel According to St. John is the favorite 


book of the Bible and the most important single 
Christian document in existence. This gospel is 
zo compact and sublime that any adequate expo- 
sition of it requires a great deal of time and 
thought. We are not surprised, therefore, when 
the author tells us he has spent many years teach- 
ing and lecturing on this gospel before he wrote 
these expositions. 


There is a beautiful freshness about each ex- 
position in this series of lectures. The author is 
reverent in spirit and practical in aim. He avoids 
technical questions usually raised by dry-as-dust 


professors and devotes his entire attention to the 


spiritual aspects of this gospel and how they should 
be applied in Christian living. Occasionally we find 
traces of dispensationalism, but nowhere are they 
offensive and the author can not be called an 


ultra-dispensationalist. This set should be in the 


library of every Sunday School and evangelical 
minister of the gospel. Here is food for the soul 
served in appetizing fashion. 
—John R. Richardson. 
— — 
TO DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 

By Arthur W. Pink. Bible Truth Depot, Swengel 

(Union County) Pa. Price 10c. 


More people stumble over the doctrine of elec- 
tion than perhaps any other doctrine taught in 
the Scriptures. It is certainly one of the high 
doctrines of the Christian religion, and must be 
studied and handled with care. The author has 
succeeded in bringing out the practical aspects of 
this doctrine. Anyone reading this booklet will 
find the subject greatly illuminated. We thank 
him for wiping the dust off of this doctrine, called 
by our fathers, “the heart of the Church,” and 
presenting it to us again in all of its pristine 
beauty. —John R. Richardson. 

— 
THE MAKING OF A DOWNTOWN 
CHURCH 


By Wyndham B. Blanton. Published by John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price $5.00. 


One of the most remarkable things about this 
fascinating chronicle of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Richmond, Va., is that it was written 
by a ruling elder of that Church who is one of the 
leading physicians of Richmond. His grasp of ec- 
clesiastical affairs is phenomenal. He presents to 
us a centennial volume portraying the achieve- 
ments of this great Church since its organization. 
As a matter of fact, the author begins his study 
with a background chapter that traces the begin- 
ning of Presbyterianism in Richmond. He points 
out that there was no Presbyterian Church in 
Richmond until 1812 although Jamestown had been 
A 1607 and Richmond had been founded 
n 


There is an interesting sketch of each pastor 
who has served this Church beginning with Dr. 
Moses D. Hoge, the first pastor, who spent his 
entire ministry of fifty-four years with the Church 
— founded. There is a remarkable symmetry in 


is book. Justice and ample space are given to 


the past, but the author does not let us forget the 
opportunities of the present and the hopes for the 
future of this illustrious Church. Its present pas- 
tor, Dr. Armand L. Currie, is well equipped to 
continue the influential work of his predecessors. 
When he accepted the call to this Church in 1942, 
he told the congregation that he conceived this 
Church to be both a Home and a Mission. He 
stated: “It is a Home in that it provides a place of 
worship and spiritual shelter for succeeding gen- 
erations. Many families worship here whose names 
go back for years. The Church is a Mission in that 
it stands in a community where the social and 
moral and spiritual needs are very great.“ Al- 
though this is a downtown Church, Dr. Currie has 
no defeatist attitude. He affirms: “The Second 
Presbyterian Church is going to stand as long as 
the world stands and justify its existence through 
the work it does for Christ our King.“ Inasmuch 


as this Church is not prone to go off after modern 


fads we believe this prophecy of the present pas- 
tor to be sound. The author sensing this idea has 
written: “The Second Church does not take up 
with change for change’s sake. Innovations must 
be sound and convincing before receiving its ap- 
proval and support.“ 


This volume should be of absorbing interest to 
our Southern Presbyterian constituency. It is a 
valuable document, not only from the standpoint 
of church history, but for the inspiration that it 
will generate in the mind of anyone who will read 
it thoughtfully. —John R. Richardson. 

— 
THE LOCI COMMUNES OF 
PHILIP MELANCHTHON 


By Charles Leander Hill, Ph.D. Published by 
Meador Publishing Company, 324 Newbury Street, 
Boston 15, Mass. Price $3.00. 


The lucidity of the Reformers is always a de- 
light. Luther, Calvin and Knox wrote with per- 
spicacity and transparency. We find the same 
thing in Luther’s friend and co-worker Philip Me- 
lanchthon. As an example of this in his discourse 
on Love,“ Melanchthon asks, “How can man be 
justified?” He answers his own question by stating: 
„Philosophers and Pharisees taught that man is 
justified by his own virtues and attempts. I have 
taught that man is justified by faith alone; that is, 
the righteousness of Christ is our righteousness 
through faith, while our works and our attempts 
are naught by sin. Who holds these things holds 
the sum of Scripture. They are justified who be- 
lieve in the mercy of God.” Realizing that there 
are some who give love the primary place in the 
Christian life Melanchthon added: “Finally, the 
case demands that I say something about love. 
I pointed out above that the love of God is the 
fruit of faith. For he who comprehends mercy by 
faith can not help but love God in return and thus 
love is the fruit of faith. From the love of God 
arises also the love of one’s neighbor when we de- 
sire to serve God in all creatures.“ All modern 
theologians could profit by such plainness and 
straightfordwardness. 


This book is the first translation of any of Mel- 
anchthon’s theological works. Heretofore Mel- 
anchthon’s own writings were not accessible to 
English readers. For centuries they have been 
buried in the Latin tongue. Dean Hill, therefore, 
has performed a great service to the Christian 
Church by giving us a beautiful translation of Mel- 


— 
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